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Abstract: The southern parts (partes inferiores) of the Hungarian Kingdom
(nowadays called Banat) were a border territory, where in the mid-15" century the
Serbian people took refuge fleeing the Ottoman advance. Noble families such as the
Jaksi¢s or BelImuzeviés were granted estates in Timis (Temes), Torontal, Cenad (Csanad)
and Arad counties. With them, other peoples of South Slavic origin came to that
particular area as familiares or servants. Never-ending conflicts and insecurity provided
an opportunity for many ordinary people to cross the border in the Hungarian Kingdom.
The changes in the ethnical background of the territory between the Mures/Maros and
Danube rivers can be tracked from the late 15" century up to the middle of the
following one. Especially in the early 16™ century, the frequency of South Slavic names
increased in different documents related to the southern area. Most of the Serbian
people were registered in the Mures valley and near the towns of Timisoara (Temesvar)
and Lipova (Lippa). The historical data from the 15-16% centuries give us the
opportunity to understand the population movement and ethnical changes in a certain
area of the Hungarian Kingdom.

Keywords: Hungarian Kingdom, Serbs, Banat, refugees, 15-16" centuries, Jaksics,
Belmuzevics, Timisoara, Lipova.

The phrase in the title of my paper comes from a document issued in 1551 by Emperor
Ferdinand of Habsburg and refers to a typical reality for the southern areas of the medieval
Hungarian Kingdom: a mixture of ethnicities, including the Serbian population.
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In what follows, | would like to analyse a few aspects of the presence of this South
Slavic population in the southern parts of the medieval Kingdom of Hungary, i.e. the
south-western parts of the future autonomous principality of Transylvania. This is not
a new topic, as the migration of Serbs to Hungary has been analysed in Hungarian,!
Serbian? and even Romanian? historiography since the 19* century. Despite the fact
that the three historiographies have a point of convergence, each historical school has
developed its own discourse and vision of this phenomenon. The divergences of
opinion were accentuated by the course of political events, especially after the First
World War. In that political context, each of the historical schools tried to find a
justification for the inclusion or loss of those areas in the newly emerging state
structures. The territory targeted by the South Slavic population movements was
mainly the south of the Hungarian Kingdom, a region that today is part of several
states. The area mentioned is too vast from a geographical point of view and covers
realities that are too diverse for the process to be followed systematically in the
present analysis. | will therefore limit myself to investigating the situation in the so-
called lower parts (partes inferiores), an area known today as Banat. This is a territory
of about 30,000 km?, between the Mures river to the north, the Danube to the south,
the Tisa to the west and the Carpathian mountains to the east. Following decisions
taken at the end of the First World War, the area was divided between Romania

1 Samu Borovszky, “A nagylaki uradalom térténete”, in: Ertekezések a torténeti tudomdnyok
kérébél, Budapest 1900, 1-50; Lajos Thalléczy & Antal Aldasy, A Magyarorszdg és Szerbia
kozti ésszekottetések oklevéltdra. Magyarorszag melléktartomanyainak oklevéltara Il
(Monumenta Hungariae Historica, Diplomataria XXXIIl), Budapest 1907; Ferenc Szakaly,
“Szerbek Magyarorszagon — szerbek a magyar torténelemben (Vazlat)”, in: A szerbek
Magyarorszdgon, szerk. Istvan Zombori, Szeged 1991, 11-50; Péter Rékay, “A szerbek
beteleplilése Magyarorszagra a XV. szazadban”, in: A szerbek Magyarorszdgon, szerk. Istvan
Zombori, Szeged 1991, 51-63.

JoBaH Pagonwuh, lMpuno3su 3a ucmopujy Cpba y Yeapckoj y XVI, XVII u XVIII eexky, Hosu Cag,
1909; Anekca WBuh, Mcmopuja Cpba y Yeapckoj 00 nada Cmedepesa 0o ceobe rnod
YapHojesuhem (1459—-1690), 3arpeb 1914, reproduced in Ucmopuja Cpba y BojeoduHu: 00
Hajcmapujux epemeHa 00 OCHUBAHA MOMUCKO-omopuike 2paHuye (1703), Hosu Cag 1929;
Yovan Radonitch, Histoire des Serbes de Hongrie, Paris 1919; HeHnag, Jlemajuh, Cpricka eauma
Ha npesomy ernoxa, Cpemcka Mutposuua — UctouHo Capajeso 2006; AnekcaHaap Kpctuh,
“HoBn nopgaumn o Bojsogm Mwunowy benmykesuhy M werosoj nopoaunuun”, MHuyujan.
Yaconuc 3a cpedrosexkosHe cmyouje 1 (2013) 161-185; Aleksandar Krsti¢ & Adrian Magina,
“The BelmuZzevic family — the fate of a noble family in South East Europe during the turbulent
period of the Ottoman conquest (the 15" and the first half of the 16" century)”, Revue
d’Etudes Sud-Est Européennes 59 (2021) 105-123.

Adrian Magina, “Un nobil sarb in Banatul secolului al XV-lea: Milo$ Belmuzevi¢”, Analele
Banatului. Serie noud, Arheologie — Istorie 18 (2010) 135-142; eadem, “Le long voyage vers
la terre promise: les migrations serbes en Banat (XVe—XVle siécles)”, in: Between Worlds:
The Age of the Jagiellonians, edited by Florin Nicolae Ardelean, Christopher Nicholson &
Johannes Preiser-Kapeller, Peter Lang GmbH, Frankfurt am Main 2013, 129-140; Sasa lasin,
Familii nobiliare sdrbesti din Banat in secolele al XV-lea si al XVI-lea, Cluj-Napoca 2015.
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(66%), Serbia (33%) and Hungary (1%). The above historiographies, as well as the
German one, do not have a single view of this territory, especially as regards the
ethnic situation in the Middle Ages and the early modern period. Banat, as defined
today, as a model area for Central European realities, is a late creation, built after the
Habsburg takeover of the province (1718). However, we should not fall into the trap
of having a simplistic view of this territory in the Middle Ages, as documents from
the period provide clues to a complex situation.

In terms of population, the province between the Mures and the Danube seems
to have had a multi-ethnic and multi-confessional component in the Middle Ages and
early modern period. If we accept the data of Holy See envoys from the first half of
the 14 century, the counties in the lowland area (Arad, Cenad/Csandd, Timis/Temes
and Torontal) had a population that was up to 50% Catholic, compared to the number
of settlements mentioned in the documents. We cannot know for sure if where
Catholic parishes are mentioned, the settlements were populated exclusively by
Catholics, but in the absence of other verifiable data, we must assume that they were
in the majority anyway. It is also impossible to assess whether these figures include
only the ethnic Hungarian population (together with the Cumans or other
populations), or whether the Romanian or Slavic population that chose Catholicism
is also included. According to the same data from the envoys of the Holy See, in the
mountainous area of the province, overlapped by the Banat of Severin and the
Romanian districts, the number of Catholics was quite small, while the Orthodox
world, the majority Romanian, represented almost 90% of the total settlements
known in the documents of the period.*

In addition to Romanians and Hungarians, there were also Slavic communities in
the lower parts of the Kingdom, some of which may have originated from the old
Slavs who settled there before 1000, or who arrived in sporadic migrations during
the 12-13* centuries. Documents issued by the Hungarian royal chancellery or county
authorities in those areas record names such as Sclavus (Slav) or Ruthenus (Ruthenian)
as early as the 14t century, but we do not always know exactly which ethnic group
was behind these diplomatic formulas. There were also some settlements in the lower
parts with the word Tot® in the name, a sign of Slavic origin. The presence in medieval
diplomas of the words Rascianus — Rasciani, indicates without doubt that the Serbian
population lived there in the medieval period, these being the terms by which the
Serbs were designated within the Hungarian Kingdom.

The steady advance of the Ottomans caused significant political unrest in the
Balkan state entities as early as the second half of the 14t century. Under the military
pressure of the Crescent, a part of the South Slavic population left the territory

4 Adrian Magina, “Parohiile catolice din Banat in epoca lui Sigismund de Luxemburg”, Analele
Banatului. Serie noud, Arheologie — Istorie 20 (2012) 174.

5> For example: Totfalu (Keve county), Toti (Caras/Krassé county), Tét, Tétfalu, Tétmonostor
(Timis county), Tétfalu (Torontal county) — Bodog Milleker, Délmagyarorszdg kézépkori
féldrajza, Temesvar 1915.
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controlled or about to be controlled by the Ottomans. | believe this explains the
presence of several villages with Slavic population (villis slavonicalibus) mentioned in
the area of Masloc (Hung. Maslak) in the Timis county in a document from 1438.° This
situation is not limited to the lowland regions of present-day Banat. In the
mountainous area, the South Slavic Catholic population, the so-called Carasovans, was
settled in several villages around the Caras fortress (Carasova, Caras-Severin county;
Hung. Krassévar). Moreover, the tradition of these Slavic speaking Catholics, recorded
in the 18" century, indicates that they were refugees from south of the Danube.”
Until the death of despot Burad (George) Brankovi¢ (1456), with a couple of notable
exceptions associated with the communities on the Danube line, such as Keve (Kovin) or
Haram, there was still no massive South Slavic immigration to Hungary but, at most,
sporadic presence as family members or servants on the huge estates held by South
Slavic potentates throughout the Kingdom.® The massive presence of Serbs in medieval
Hungary must be associated with the political situation in the Balkans in the mid-15t%
century. This was the beginning of the heyday of the Ottoman Empire, which was trying
to advance into central Europe. The Serbian state, on the front line of attack of the
Ottoman armies, succumbed to the military pressure of the High Porte. In 1459, the
conquest of Smederevo, the political centre of the Despotate, led to the disappearance
of the Serbian state. The fall of the fortress into Ottoman hands led to the migration of
the noble elite and a part of the Serbian population in several waves to the Hungarian
territories, where they could find the necessary protection. This was the era of King
Matthias, when the borders were relatively stable and the Ottoman impact in the
southern parts of the Kingdom was not yet so strongly felt. There was, however, attrition
warfare on the southern frontier of the Hungarian Kingdom and the northern frontier of
the Ottoman Empire, with constant minor battles and breaches of boundaries, which
had a negative impact on the inhabitants of the Turkish-occupied area of northern Serbia.
The incursions of Hungarian troops into the Serbian territories that had become
part of the Ottoman state created the opportunity for a part of the South Slavic

¢ Frigyes Pesty, Diplome privind istoria comitatului Timis si a orasului Timisoara/ Oklevelek
Temesvdrmegye és Temesvdr vdros térténetehez, v. |1, 1430-1470, editie, note si comentarii
/Magyarazo jegyzetekkel kiadta Livia Magina, Adrian Magina, Cluj-Napoca 2014, 82.

7 Gentem hac ex Bulgaria originem trahere...circa annum Christi 1393 sub Sigismundo in Turcica
potestate ac tyrannide, Bulgari neo conversi ac jugo Turcico non asoeti, potius patriam, quam
fidem relinquere volentes unacum patribus ad regnum Hungariae se contulerunt — Magyar
Ferences Konyvtar és Levéltar, Budapest, Kézirattar, Blasius Kleiner, Archivum tripartitum
inclytae provinciae Bulgariae, mss. v. |, 1761, 247-248. A research by philologists and
historians has indicated that those were not Bulgarians but rather a mixture of Serbo-
Croatians with added Romanian elements. For their history see Castilia Manea-Grgin, Povijest
karasevskih Hrvata u rumunjskom Banatu (16.—18. stoljece), Zagreb 2012.

8 For familiares of Serbian despots in the 15"-century Hungarian Kingdom see the excellent
study of Aleksandar Krsti¢, “Familiares of the Serbian despots in and from the territory of
Banat (1411-1458)”, in: Politics and Society in the Central and South-Eastern Europe (13th—
16th centuries) |, ed. Zoltan lusztin, Cluj-Napoca 2019, 93-110.
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population to leave the sphere of Turkish domination. Paul Kinizsi (Kiniszi Pal), the
lord of the Timis county and captain-general of Hungarian troops in the south of the
Kingdom in the second half of the 15" century, who was directly interested in
populating the areas under his jurisdiction that had previously been deserted by the
Turks, also contributed to this. If sources are to be believed, between 1480 and 1483,
about 200,000 people were brought to the Kingdom from the Smederevo and
KrusSevac area between the Mures, Danube and Tisa rivers. These massive population
groups chose to settle, or were settled, mainly in the south of present-day Banat
(Torontal and Timis counties), not very far from their original territories, which, due
to the geographical environment and previous incursions, were the most sparsely
populated. Another group settled near Timisoara (Hung. Temesvar) or in the Mures
valley, both regions devastated by the Ottomans and therefore prone to population
movements. Another massive displacement of the South Slavic population in
Hungary, shortly before the Battle of Mohacs in 1526, took place in 1502, when,
following a Hungarian military expedition, thousands of Orthodox inhabitants of
Bulgaria (Christianam religionem graecorum ritu colebant) were settled between
Timisoara and Belgrade (inter Temesuarum and Nandoralbam).® These large
population groups were also brought to the southern part of today’s Banat, in the
same Torontal and Timis counties, where, probably, the newcomers settled among
those numerous inhabitants of Slavic origin who had been displaced two decades
before. It is very difficult to make quantitative assessments of the medieval
population in general. It is not excluded that, by the late Middle Ages, despite the
devastations that this area went through, the population of the counties of present-
day Banat reached the figure of about 200,000—-300,000 inhabitants.° If we consider
that the figures given in the documents of the time regarding the South Slavs who
moved to the Kingdom are real, there is no doubt that such a large number of people
produced changes in the ethnic structure of the southern territories, especially in the
case of a sparsely populated area such as the Torontal county. In the 16 century,
South Slavic migrations also reached Transylvania, although to a much lesser extent
than in the lower parts of the Kingdom.!

The above few examples represent only one level of South Slavic population
movements to Hungary. It is the official version, captured by sources of the time,
chronicles or documents. In terms of their documentary and statistical value, these
data provide only the quantitative framework of the problem, but with limitations.
Therefore, in order to understand the phenomenon as a whole, it is necessary to raise
a number of questions and thus initiate a thorough examination.

° A. Magina, Le long voyage, 133-134.

10 Andrés Kubinyi, “A Magyar Kirdlysag népessége a 15. szazad végén”, Térténelmi szemle 38,
2-3(1996) 157-158.

11 Florin Nicolae Ardelean & Neven Isailovi¢, "From Croatia to Transylvania: War, Migration
and Adaptive Strategies in the Case of the Perusi¢ Family (15th—17th Centuries)”, Povijesni
prilozi 60 (2021) 213-256.
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What was the fate of these refugees after they arrived in Hungary? What were the
exact villages or towns where they settled? The above mentioned documents give us
a rather vague picture. How did the newcomers interact with the locals and, more
importantly, to what extent did they change the ethnic structure of the province?
This question is the second level of investigation, somewhat more difficult to observe
because of the somewhat reduced number of records that have survived to the
present day. However, there is enough information to show what actually happened
in the territory. A piece of information from the year 1502 is relevant in this respect,
as it shows us the destiny of personalities who are not out of the ordinary. At that
time, two Serbian fugitives, whose origins we do not know, arrived in the lower parts
of the Kingdom with all their wealth, and King Vladislav Jagello ordered the officials
in the fortress of Severin (Hung. Szérény) to send them to Belgrade to strengthen the
line of defence against the Turks.'? Without the royal order we would know nothing
about the consequences of the two fleeing to the Hungarian Kingdom, where they
would settle and what role they would play. From the King’s mandate it is easy to see
that the refugees were to contribute to the defensive line against Ottomans, a
common situation for many Serbs who arrived north of the Danube.

Substantial data on the interaction of the Serbs with the territory in which they
settled comes from or through the Slavic elites because among the refugees who
arrived in the southern part of the Kingdom there were numerous noble families,
among whom the Jak3ié¢s and BelmuZeviés, mentioned in documents until the mid-16"
century, stood out. The role of the Serbian nobility in the defensive structures of the
Kingdom is fairly well-known, and royal decrees from the Jagiellonian period even
provide us with figures on the number of soldiers with whom Serbian aristocrats
settled in Hungary were obliged to participate in the defence of the country. The
decree of 1498 (art. XVI) stipulated that in the eleven counties of the lower parts, 24
fiscal units (portae) had to contribute to the maintenance of an armed hussar. Among
the aristocrats who owed military service to the Kingdom (art. XXII) was voivode Milo$
Belmuzevi¢, who was to come to battle with all his hussars.'® Certainly, in the first
years after the establishment of the Hungarian Kingdom, these light horsemen were
recruited by the voivode from among the Serbs settled in his domains in the lower
parts, with whom he also carried out raids in the Serbian territories occupied by the
Ottomans.'* In 1504 the Jaksi¢ family members (Stefan, Marko and Petar) had to come
to battle with 600 hussars, and the total cost of their maintenance was estimated at
5550 florins. Also mentioned are the hussars from Timisoara, Lugoj (Hung. Lugas),
Caransebes (Hung. Karansebes), Utvin (Hung. Otvény), Manastiur (Hung. Bégamonostor)
and Choka (a disappeared settlement), a total of 572 men under the command of

12| Thalldczy & A. Aldasy, A Magyarorszdg és Szerbia kozti 6sszekottetések oklevéltdra, 304.

13 Janos M. Bak, Online Decreta Regni Mediaevalis Hungariae. The Laws of the Medieval
Kingdom of Hungary 2019, 926-928.

14 A, Kpctuh, “Hosum nogaun”, 170.
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several military leaders (voivodes).’> Not all of the hussars were Serbs, but the
majority certainly belonged to the South Slavs in the lower parts of the Kingdom.

The relocation of the South Slavic population from south to north of the Danube
can be reconstructed by looking at the Serbian noble families and their estates. The
Jaksi¢ brothers came to the Hungarian Kingdom sometime in the early 1460s, settling
in the county of Cenad, where King Matthias donated them a number of possessions,
the most important of which was Nadlac (Hung. Nagylak), which became the family
residence. By the end of the Jagiellonian period, through donations and acquisitions,
the Jaksi¢ nobles managed to accumulate a domain comprising 88 settlements spread
over various counties of the Kingdom. The core of the domain, obtained through
military service to the throne, was around the main settlement of Nadlac and the
Mures valley. It seems that the family did not come alone from Serbia, but were
accompanied by about 1200 soldiers, who moved with their families and settled on
these estates, especially in the areas bordering the Mures valley, administratively
located in the counties of Cenad, Arad or Timis.’® Some of these soldiers or their
descendants may have been among the Slavic-named servants of Stefan and Dmitar
Jaksi¢ who in 1484 attacked the Zadareni (Hung. Zadorlak) estate of Emeric Déczy
and killed 60 of his herd horses.'” Even today, some of the settlements in that area still
retain the Serbian ethnic component, partly inherited from the Middle Ages.

What were the criteria for refugees to settle in a particular area? Data from the
late 15 century and the beginning of the following one are useful. Some of the
settlements donated to Serbian nobles by the kings of Hungary were deserted
(desertae) and had no inhabitants. These nobles obtained from the Crown the right
to settle them and the privilege to be exempted from taxes and financial
contributions. In theory, all sorts of people could be attracted, but the preferred
option was to populate the settlements with people of the same ethnicity, or speakers
of a Slavic language, who were eager to start a new life relatively far from the
Ottoman territories. Such was the case of Felnac (Hung. Fonlak), a settlement in the
Mures valley. A deserted place in 1478, within a few decades it acquired the status
of a market town (oppidum), which suggests rapid population growth, which could
only be achieved through immigration. In a tax register from the mid-16%" century,

15 Lajos Thalléczy & Sandor Horvath, Jajcza (bdnsdg, vdr és vdros) térténete 1450-1527,
Magyarorszag melléktartomanyainak oklevéltara IV (Monumenta Hungariae Historica,
Diplomataria XL), Budapest 1915, 189-191.

16 There are many studies about the Jaksi¢ family in the Hungarian Kingdom. Some of the
authors are the following: S. Borovszky, “A nagylaki uradalom térténete”, 16-50 (530-564);
JoBaH PapoHuh, “Mpunosun 3a nctopujy bpahe Jakwwnha”, CnomeHuk Cpricke Kparbescke
akademuje 59 (1923) 62—75; Momuuno Cnpemuh, “NMopoanua Jakwwuh y banaty”, in: baHam
Kpo3 sekoee. Crojesu Kyamypa baHama. 360pHUK padosa, yp. Muogpar Matuiku n Bugojko
Josuh, beorpag 2010, 33-63; S. lasin, Familii nobiliare sdrbesti, 133—167; Adrian Magina,
“Acta Jaksiciana. Documents regarding the Jaksi¢s of Nadlac family in Romanian archives”,
MHuyujan. Yaconuc 3a cpedro8exkosHe cmyouje 4 (2018) 159-188.

7). Pagonwuh, lMpunosu 3a ucmopujy 6pahe Jakwuha, 70.
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the names listed are, without exception, South Slavic, probably Serbian.. However,
this model cannot be applied to all places where the Serbian population settled. The
case of Felnac is revealing of how the Jaksi¢ family, taking advantage of this royal
privilege, managed to populate the town with their fellow countrymen. But they did
not stop there, favouring or perhaps contributing to the building of an Orthodox
monastery. Although only mentioned in the first half of the 17™ century, in
historiography the monastery is considered to have been most probably built with the
support of the Jaksi¢ family who owned the estate.®

The situation described so far is somewhat similar with regard to the estate of
voivode Milo§ BelmuZevié. While in the second half of the 15 century Hungarian-
sounding names were recorded among the serfs in certain villages on his estates, in
a document from 1523 those mentioned in roughly the same areas bear mostly South
Slavic names. In this case, too, the same mechanism of establishing the Serbian
population on an estate owned by a member of the elite of the same ethnic origin can
be recognised.? If the great Serbian noble families were directly in the King’s service,
other South Slavic nobles can be found in the position of familiares or servants of
these Serbian aristocrats. For example, voivode Belmuzevi¢ left certain possessions to
some of his Serbian relatives and servants from his estates in the lower parts of the
country.? Members of small Serbian nobles who, as familiares, held the position of
estate officials, can also be found on the Jaksi¢ family’s estates. The names of some
family serfs also indicate the same Serbian origin.??

Serbs can be found on other noble estates, not just those of their countrymen.
Numerous Serbian-sounding names can be found in the villages of the Mures valley
owned by Lawrence Orszag of Guth, where these Slavs lived together with the
Hungarian and Romanian population.? Two nobles from the same area, Francis Doczy
and Peter Ravazdi, reconciled and came to an agreement over all the wrongs done to
each other, including tribute payments according to the social status of the one killed.
As for the Serbs, who were probably numerous enough to be recorded separately, the
agreement provided for payment according to their status (si vero Rascianus Rasciani
homagium persolvat).?* Recruited from this area were probably those who came to
the aid of King John Szapolyai in 1529, when led by a certain Veszeliko they gathered
in the town of Orastie (Veszelyko cum Rascianis veniens).?> At Periam (Hung.

18 Livia Magina, “Dreptul de targ si procesul de urbanizare. Cazul Felnac”, Analele Banatului.
Serie noud. Arheologie-Istorie 18 (2010) 143-150.

19 Dumitru Teicu, Geografia ecleziasticd a Banatului medieval, Timisoara 2007, 66.

20 A, Magina, “Le long voyage”, 137.

2L A, Krsti¢ & A. Magina, “The Belmuzevi¢ family”, 112.

2 Acta et documenta partes Regni Hungarie inferiores concernentia, collegit et edidit
Hadrianus Magina, Cluj-Napoca 2020, 94-95.

2 See the names of those involved in a conflict in around 1500 — Acta et Documenta, 28-29.

2 |bidem, 73.

% Serviciul Judetean al Arhivelor Nationale (Romanian National Archive — SJAN) Sibiu (Sibiu
branch), Documente medievale, U V, no. 1270.
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Perjamos), not far from the Mures valley, in 1547, Serb Pethko and his relatives were
negotiating a settlement with nobles Thelegdy and Weseny in regard to a series of
stolen goods, with nobles Nicholas Crepovié¢ (Cherepowytth) and George Klinci¢
(Klynchytth) being among the arbitrators who favoured the agreement.?® Crepovié¢
was one of the most important Serbian nobles in the lower parts and was one of
those appointed to present to Emperor Ferdinand | the demands of the Serbian
nobility in the Hungarian Kingdom. Through the marriage of his daughters, he became
related to the great Hungarian nobility and Wallachian rulers, and was buried in a
church in the area of Hateg (Hung. Hatszeg), the Hunedoara county.?” Such marriage
alliances between Serbian and Hungarian or Romanian nobles in the Kingdom were
not at all uncommon. They were customary in the case of ladies of the Jaksi¢ and
BelmuZevic¢ families, who were integrated among the nobles of the Kingdom, later
the Principality of Transylvania.?®

Attractive to Serbian refugees were not only noble estates, but urban areas as
well. In Timisoara, it seems that the inhabitants of Slavic origin settled most often in
the peripheral districts formed around the city and in the surrounding villages. In
1539, at the perambulation of the border of Timisoara with the extinct village of
Nemethi, of the seven witnesses who came from Timisoara and three surrounding
villages, six bear typical South Slavic names.? Two years later, in 1541, two nobles
were paid 100 florins for their journey to Timisoara, to the Serbian lord of the Timis
county (ad Petrum Petrowyth comitem Themesiensem et Rascianos),* which indicates
that the Serbs were numerous and represented a force to be reckoned with.

In Lipova (Hung. Lippa), a town situated in the Mures valley, very close to the
Jaksi¢ family estate, the charters of the time recorded an increasing number of
Serbian names. We cannot even guess the percentage share of Serbian refugees in the
town’s population, but documents from the first half of the 16" century record Slavic
names among the inhabitants.?! Their number must have been significant since only
Serbian boatmen (nazadistae) in the town were paid 200 florins at one time.3?
Moreover, in August 1540, friar George Martinuzzi, the treasurer of Transylvania,
celebrated in Lipova the assembly of the Serbs (dieta Rascianis), during which they

26 SJAN Cluj, fond Vécsey, Documente fasciculate, no. 5, f. 18.

278, lasin, Familii nobiliare sdrbesti, 192—195; lleana Burnichioiu, “Revenirea la un subiect fara
surse: biserica din Barsau in secolele XV-XVI”, Medievalia Transilvanica V-V1/1-2 (2001-
2002) 102-111. Adrian Magina, “Nikola Crepovi¢. A Serbian nobleman and his family in 16th-
century Transylvania”, Ucmopujcku Yaconuc, K. LXVIII (2023) 311-341.

28 Livia Magina, “Ana Jaksi¢: A woman of her time”, MHuyujan. Yaconuc 3a cpedro8eKkosHe
cmyduje 8 (2020) 101-115; A. Krsti¢ & A. Magina, “The Belmuzevi¢ family” 114-116.

2 Adrian Magina, “Hotarele si domeniul orasului Timisoara in anul 1539”, Banatica 19 (2009) 73;
Costin Fenesan, “Hotarnicia domeniului cetatii Timisoara de la inceputul secolului al XVI-lea”,
Banatica 24/2 (2014) 65-72.

30 Acta et Documenta, 180.

31 Adrian Magina, “Documentele autoritatilor urbane din Lipova (1455-1548)”, Banatica 23
(2013) 613-614.

32 Acta et Documenta, 134.
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swore an oath to Queen Isabella and her son.® The place was not chosen by chance
— it was precisely an area where the Serbian population must have lived in significant
numbers. As can be seen, in the towns of Timisoara and Lipova, as well as in the places
bordering these urban centres, the Serbs formed representative communities, mixing
with the Hungarian and Romanian populations. Their numbers and military
importance attracted the attention of the royal authority, which used the newcomers
to strengthen the defensive structures threatened by the Ottomans. In return, the
Hungarian Crown rewarded them with privileges and tax exemptions. In 1551,
Ferdinand | of Habsburg, the King of the Romans and of Hungary, guaranteed on two
occasions (July and August) to the Serbian nobility and population around Timisoara
the old rights, freedoms, privileges and exemptions obtained from the former
Hungarian kings in exchange for keeping faith with the sovereign.3

The document quoted at the beginning of this study contains further clues to the
territories in the Kingdom where Serbian refugees settled. On that occasion, King
Ferdinand | of Habsburg mentioned the areas under the authority of the lord of the
Timis county, whose power extended to Lugoj, Caransebes, Recas (Hung. Rékas) and
Zahla (a disappeared settlement), where the Serbs lived mixed with Hungarians and
Romanians. The sovereign was also interested in the services, privileges and freedoms
of the Serbian population of Lipova, Soimos (Hung. Solymos), Becej (Hung. Becse) and
Becskerek (today Zrenjanin; Hung. Nagy Becskerek).® It is clear from this testimony
that the phenomenon of South Slavic migrations covered almost the entire region
between the Mures, Danube and Tisa. The town of Recas was not mentioned by
chance either, as there seems to have lived a small Serbian community about which
we have little information. From a complaint addressed to Spanish military
commander Bernardo de Aldana by several Serbian nobles in 1552, we are informed
that nobleman Benedict Kosar occupied by force the properties in Recas owned by
Serbian inhabitants.3¢

The expansion of Serbian refugees is visible even in the highlands of the region,
but not to the extent recorded in the lowlands. The ethnic framework there was

3 Thezaurarius est Lippe, celebravit dieta Rascianis, conclusarunt cum Rascianis, ut reginam
et filium ad Lippa et Solymos ducant et habeant intelligentiam cum Turcis, et prompti erunt
usque ad unum mori pro filio regis et pro regina — Haus-, Hof- und Staatsarchiv (HHStA),
Allgemeine Akten. Hungarica, fasz. 43, Konv. A, f. 50.

34 Costin Fenesan, Diplomatarium Banaticum, v. |, Cluj-Napoca 2016, 339-343.

35 Magyar Nemzeti Levéltar Orszagos Levéltara, E 142 Acta Publica, fasc. 41, no. 9, f. 8: tam
circa dictum castrum, quoque circa alia loca vicina videlicet Lugas, Karansebes, Rekas, Zahla
in quibus mixtim Hungari, Rasciani et Valachi habitant. Non dissimilia inquirant de arcibus
nostris Lyppa, Solmos, Bechye et Bechkerew, pro cuiusque arcis statu et conditione, ac
singulariter de Rascianorum libertatibus, servitiis, censibus et hoc genus aliis, quae maiestatis
nostri debentur. The document was partially published by A. Usuh, Ucmopuja Cpba y
Yeapckoj, 155.

36 HHStA, Allgemeine Akten. Hungarica, fasz. 63, Konv. B, f. 107, partially published by A. Usuh,
Ucmopuja Cpba y Yeapckoj, 164—165.
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predominantly Romanian. Apart from confessional affinities, nothing attracted
immigrants to these places. The terrain is mountainous, with sparse fertile land and
was already populated by Romanian communities. In the mountain areas, the
Romanian nobility played the anti-Ottoman role assumed by the Serbian nobility
around Timisoara. In the 15™ century, Romanian noblemen were granted important
privileges, obtained through military service to the Crown and periodically renewed
by Hungarian kings.3” These places ensured neither a setting nor were a site for social
advancement or the development of extensive estates. There were a few exceptions
mentioned in the 1551 document: the towns of Caransebes and Lugoj, including
several villages in the Danube valley and some villages on the hilly side which
bordered the plain and were relatively close to the newcomers’ place of origin.3® We
have no data on when the Serbs arrived or how many of them settled in Caransebes,
but in the second half of the 16% century a Serbian Orthodox church functioned in
Srem Street (Zerem utca) in the town,3® most likely hierarchically subordinated to one
of the Serbian dioceses in the vicinity. The name of the street undoubtedly indicates
the origin of the newcomers and the fact that they formed a close-knit community
around the church. One of the Serbs from Srem Street, Stefan Orbonacz alias Ztoice
Lezkozith, was ennobled by Prince Sigismund Bathori of Transylvania in 1590, for his
loyal services to Prince’s brother Balthasar Bathori, not only in Transylvania but in
exteris etiam regionibus,*® probably as a spy in Ottoman territories.

The privileges offered by Hungarian sovereigns also contributed to the
ecclesiastical organisation of the Serbs, probably as a consequence of the large
number of Slavic-speaking people settling in the lower parts of the Kingdom. The

37 Adrian Magina, “Universitas Valachorum. Privilege and Community in the medieval Banat”,
in: Reform and Renewal in Medieval East and Central Europe: Politics, Law and Society,
Minerva lll. Acta Europaea, v. 15, Studies in Russia and Eastern Europe, v. 14, edited by Suzana
Miljan, Eva B. Haldsz & Alexandru Simon, Cluj-Napoca — Zagreb — London 2019, 493-502.

38 For example, the number of names recorded in 1597 in villages on today’s Serbian-Romanian
border indicate, without doubt, their Serbian origin — Frigyes Pesty, Krasso vdrmegye
torténete, v. IV, Oklevéltar, Budapest 1883, 210.

39 A document from 1579 indirectly mentions this church, describing its cemetery (ciimitherium
templi Razianorum) — Adrian Magina, “In Karansebes patres Societatis lesu evangelizant.
Misionarii”, in: Studii Bdndtene, ed. Valeriu Leu, Dumitru Teicu & Carmen Albert, Timisoara-
Resita 2007, 154.

40 SJAN CJ, colectia Documente cu peceti atdrnate (in custody at “Lucian Blaga” Central
University Library Cluj — Documente cu blazon), no. 23: His coat-of-arms: scutum videlicet
triangulare coelestini coloris in cuius campo leo integer est depictus, quo hominem humi
prostratum orehianti per medium correptum, ita detinet, ut delaniaturus esse videatur, supra
scutum galea militaris clausa est possita, ex cuius cono teniae, seu lemnisci, variorum colorum
hinc inde defluentes, utramque scuti partem pulcherime ambiunt et exornat. The Prince also
exempted his house from all taxes and contributions: domum eiusdem in civitate nostra
Caransebes in platea Zerem ucza vocata...ab omni censum, taxarum et contributionum
nostrarum [tam ordinarium] quam extra ordinarium subsiidique et lucri Camerae nostrae
solutione...in perpetuum eximendo et supportando duximus.
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Serbian church in Timisoara is mentioned quite late — in the second half of the 16
century, while the Serbian community in Lipova benefited from well-established
ecclesiastical institutions. In 1529 a metropolitan is mentioned there and a certain
amount of money was paid for his sustenance. The same senior member of the church
was also given a cup valued at 25 florins.** Although the information is interesting, the
document refers to the metropolitan of Moldova being in Lipova to conclude a treaty
with King John Szapolyai, and not to an Orthodox ecclesiastical organisation based in
the town.*? The first reliable record of an Orthodox bishop is from 1542, when a
document mentions the Serbian bishop’s house in Lipova (domus episcopy
Rascianorum),® In addition to the bishopric, there was probably also an Orthodox
parish in the town, and Serbian priest Paul (Pavle?) is mentioned as being involved in
a property transaction.** After Ottoman rule was imposed, the Orthodox diocese
continued its work and was one of the most important Eastern dioceses in the former
Ottoman-occupied Hungarian territories. Moreover, in the Ottoman tax registers
(defters) compiled after the conquest of the town in 1552, a metropolitan was
mentioned again — he was certainly only the bishop of the place, but the name that
conferred prestige persisted.* It was probably also in the first half of the 16 century
that the Serbian church in the town was built, although records of its existence date
from the beginning of the following century.®

According to 16™-century documents, the Serbian population lived mainly around
Timisoara, on the Mures valley, near Lipova and in the area bordering the Danube. On
Wolfgang Lazius’s map, drawn up in the middle of that century, between the Danube
to the south, the forests bordering Caransebes and the Barzava river to the north,
the Maxons plain and the wastelands to the west, the Austrian humanist marked the
land of the Serbs (Ratzenland, Rasciani).*’

4 Acta et documenta, 134.

42 Sabbato post Ascensionis Domini Walacho mitropol dati sunt fl. XXV; cuidam interpreti cum
eodem eunti fl. XX —Slovensky narodny archiv, Bratislava, Rodu Révay, skat. 90, Diversae familiae,
fasc. V, no. 5. These lines have not been published in the edited excerpt from Acta et Documenta.
For the Orthodox diocese of Lipova see: Adrian Magina,”Episcopia ortodoxa a Lipovei in secolul
al XVI-lea”, in: Istorie, cultura si spiritualitate in Banat, v. II, ed. D. Alic, Timisoara 2023, 310-320.

43 Marius Diaconescu, “Un episcop sarb la Lipova in 1542”, Arhiva IstoricG a Romdniei, serie
nous I/2 (2004), 30.

4 ...discreto Paulo presbitero Rascianorum — lbidem. The document was also published in A.
Magina, “Documentele autoritdtilor urbane din Lipova”, 614.

4 Adrian Magina, “The city and the church. Religious life in Lipova, the 14th—16th centuries”, in:
Common Man, Society and Religion in the 16" Century/Gemeiner Mann, Gesellschaft und Religion
Im 16. Jahrhundert: Piety, Morality and Discipline in the Carpathian Basin/ Frémmigkeit, Moral
und Sozialdisziplinierung Im Karpatenbogen, ed. Ulrich A. Wien et al., Gottingen 2021, 256-260.

46 In 1607 Transylvanian Prince Sigismund Rakdczy exempted from all taxes the house of Serbian
nobleman Zivko Rac located in plateea Nemeth ucza vulgo nominata, vicinitatibus templi
Rascianorum — Costin Fenesan, Diplome de innobilare si blazon din Banat, Timisoara 2007, 242.

47 Wolfgangus Lazius, Regni Hungariae descriptio vera 1556, available online at: https://www.
e-rara.ch/bau_1/content/zoom/3946330.
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What was the proportion of the Serbian population? According to Paul Bank, the
castellan of Deva, the number of refugees fleeing from the Turks in Transylvania alone
reached one hundred thousand people in 1552, including women and children, who
arrived there with thirteen thousand wagons.*® Ottoman tax records provide valuable
details about the settlements and inhabitants between the Danube-Mures and the
Tisa in the first decades after they took the territory from the Christians. The Ottoman
authorities carried out the first population census immediately after the conquest in
1552,% but the first preserved census is from 1554, followed by two others from 1567
and 1579. South Slavic names predominate in these registers, most likely Serbian. It
is difficult to know whether the scribe recorded all those names because they were
really Slavic, or perhaps because he was of Slavic origin and filtered everything
through his own cultural background. No matter how we look at these definitions, it
is certain that in the decades after the Ottoman conquest a large part of the
population of present-day Banat was Serbian, especially in the southern part of the
province. In the mid-16% century, in the sancak of Cenad, in an area of the former
Torontal county (Becskerek nahiye), South Slavic names were registered for the
majority of the inhabitants,* a situation whose roots are to be seen in the population
transfer of the second half of the previous century and are not of recent date, after
the integration into the Crescent territories. These data can be supplemented with the
tithe register of 1560, which includes 66 settlements in the county of Cenad, outside
the Ottoman rule. The Serbs can be easily recognised because they are Orthodox and
do not pay Catholic ecclesiastical taxes: Rasciani sunt, decimis non tenentur, or simply
non dant decimas — applied to 16 villages, i.e. 25% of the total.>! Does this percentage
reflect the total Serbian population? It is risky, if not impossible to assess this, as the
data in question refer to only one county, and even that one is not fully recorded,
while at the same time those who do not pay tithe may be Orthodox in general.

The situation described by various documents in the mid-16t century remained
somewhat constant throughout the Ottoman rule, but the examination of that period
goes beyond what | have set out here. It would be too much to talk about certain
adaptive strategies of the Serbian population who took refuge in the Hungarian
Kingdom, but a few aspects are revealing. First is the fact that the Serbs who massively

48 Centum millia Rascianorum, computatis parvulis et mulieribus, sciat que habebant tredecim
millia currum propriorum — HHStA, Allgemeine Akten. Hungarica, fasz. 66, Konv. B, f. 23,
partially edited by A. Usuh, icmopuja Cpba y Yeapckoj, 168.

4 Cazzun bassa totam Rascianitatem, Valachos citra vitraque partes Marossy pertinentia
Temesuar et populos desertorum atque totam suam ditionem connumeravit — HHStA,
Allgemeine Akten. Hungarica, fasz. 68, Konv. B, f. 12, excerpt published by A. Usuh,
Ucmopuja Cpba y Yeapckoj, 169.

50 Gyula Kaldy-Nagy, A csanddi szandzsdk 1567. és 1579. évi ésszeirdsa (Dél-Alféldi évszazadok
15.), Szeged 2000; Zoltan lusztin, “Testimonies about Mobility in the Becskerek Nahije in the
16th Century”, in: Politics and Society in the Central and South-Eastern Europe (13th-16th
centuries) Il, ed. Zsuzsanna Kopeczny, Cluj-Napoca 2021, 37-57.

51 A. Magina, “Le long voyage”, 139.
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fled in the second half of the 15" century were accepted and even encouraged by
the royalty and Hungarian aristocrats of the time to come to Hungary, where they
gained an important role in the anti-Ottoman struggle. The high number of refugees
produced changes at the ethnic level, which can be seen in documents from the first
half of the 16" century, and especially in the Ottoman tax records after 1552.
Moreover, famous Serbian noble families were almost without exception fully
integrated into the nobility of the Kingdom. Over time, they established matrimonial
or political alliances that allowed them to move up the social and administrative
ladder, but the consequence was the loss of ethnic and religious specificity. If the first
generations of families such as the Jaksic¢s or BelmuZeviés can be assumed to remain
attached to Serbian linguistic, cultural and religious values, the later generations can
be regarded rather as part of the Hungarian nobility of Serbian origin, no longer
resonating with the South Slavic past. The situation in compact communities was
different. In the Mures valley or the former areas of the Torontal county, the Serbian
population preserved their language and Orthodox religion. The Ottoman conquest
in the mid-16% century superimposed a world which, from an ethnic and confessional
point of view, was entirely different than in the middle of the previous century. Where
the Serbs were a numerical minority, in the areas where they lived alongside the
Romanians and Hungarians, they became integrated into the majority communities
in the early modern period. Only sporadic names or references to Serbian origin are
still found in the names of people or places once inhabited by Serbs. Although the
topic has been investigated in three historiographies, it still offers new avenues of
research, while at the same time enabling the understanding of the history shared by
the Serbs, Hungarians and Romanians.

226



MIXTIM HUNGARI, RASCIANI ET VALACHI HABITANT.
SERBS IN SOUTHERN PARTS OF THE HUNGARIAN KINGDOM (15-16"™ CENTURIES)

LIST OF REFERENCES
Unpublished Primary Sources

Haus-, Hof- und Staatsarchiv, Vienna, Allgemeine Akten. Hungarica, fasz. 43, 63, 66, 68.

Magyar Nemzeti Levéltar Orszagos Levéltdra, E 142 Acta Publica, fasc. 41, no. 9.

Magyar Ferences Konyvtar és Levéltar, Budapest, Kézirattar, Blasius Kleiner, Archivum
tripartitum inclitate provinciae Bulgariae, mss. v. |, 1761.

Serviciul Judetean al Arhivelor Nationale Cluj (Romanian National Archive, Cluj branch),
fond. Vécsey, Documente fasciculate, no. 5.

Serviciul Judetean al Arhivelor Nationale Cluj (Romanian National Archive, Cluj branch),
colectia Documente cu peceti atarnate (in custody at “Lucian Blaga” Central University Library
Cluj — Documente cu blazon), no. 23.

Serviciul Judetean al Arhivelor Nationale Sibiu (Romanian National Archive, Sibiu branch),
Documente medievale, U V, no. 1270.

Slovensky narodny archiv (Slovak National Archive), Bratislava, Rodu Révay, skat. 90,
Diversae familiae, fasc. V, no. 5.

Published Primary Sources

Acta et documenta partes Regni Hungarie inferiores concernentia, collegit et edidit
Hadrianus Magina, Cluj-Napoca 2020.

Bak, Janos M., Online Decreta Regni Mediaevalis Hungariae. The Laws of the Medieval
Kingdom of Hungary 2019.

Diaconescu, Marius, “Un episcop sarb la Lipova in 1542”, Arhiva IstoricG a Romdniei, serie
nous, 1/2 (2004) 29-30.

Fenesan, Costin, Diplomatarium Banaticum, v. |, Cluj-Napoca 2016.

Fenesan, Costin, Diplome de innobilare si blazon din Banat, Timisoara 2007.

Fenesan, Costin, “Hotdrnicia domeniului cetatii Timisoara de la inceputul secolului al XVI-
lea”, Banatica 24/2 (2014) 65-72.

Kaldy-Nagy, Gyula, A csanddi szandzsdk 1567. és 1579. évi ésszeirdsa (Dél-Alfoldi
évszdazadok 15.), Szeged 2000.

Magina, Adrian, “Acta Jaksiciana. Documents regarding the Jaksi¢s of Nddlac family in
Romanian archives”, MHuyujan. Yaconuc 3a cpedrosekosHe cmyduje 4 (2018) 159-188.

Magina, Adrian, “Documentele autoritatilor urbane din Lipova (1455-1548)”, Banatica 23
(2013) 599-617.

Magina Adrian,”Episcopia ortodoxd a Lipovei in secolul al XVI-lea”, in: Istorie, cultura si
spiritualitate in Banat, v. II, ed. D. Alic, Timisoara 2023, 310-320

Magina, Adrian, "Hotarele si domeniul orasului Timisoara in anul 1539”, Banatica 19 (2009)
61-75.

Magina Adrian, ”"Nikola Crepovi¢. A Serbian nobleman and his family in 16th-century
Transylvania”, Ucmopujcku Yaconuc, k. LXVIII (2023) 311-341.

Pesty, Frigyes, Diplome privind istoria comitatului Timis si a orasului Timisoara/ Oklevelek
Temesvdrmegye és Temesvdr vdros térténetehez, v. Il 1430-1470, editie, note si comentarii
/Magyarazo jegyzetekkel kiadta Livia Magina & Adrian Magina, Cluj-Napoca 2014.

Pesty, Frigyes, Krasso varmegye térténete, v. IV, Oklevéltdr, Budapest 1883.

227



Adrian Magina

Thalléczy, Lajos & Antal Aldasy, A Magyarorszdg és Szerbia kozti bsszekottetések
oklevéltdra. Magyarorszag melléktartomanyainak oklevéltara Il (Monumenta Hungariae
Historica, Diplomataria XXXIIl), Budapest 1907.

Thalléczy, Lajos & Sandor Horvath, Jajcza (bdnsdg, vdr és vdros) térténete 1450-1527,
Magyarorszag melléktartomanyainak oklevéltdra IV (Monumenta Hungariae Historica,
Diplomataria XL), Budapest 1915.

Paponwuh, JosaH, “Mpunosn 3a uctopujy bpahe Jakwuha”, CnomeHuk Cpricke Kpasbescke
akademuje 59 (1923) 62—75. [Radoni¢, Jovan, “Prilozi za istoriju brade Jaksi¢a”, Spomenik Srpske
kraljevske akademije 59 (1923) 62-75]

PapoHnuh, JosaH, Mpuno3su 3a ucmopujy Cpba y Yeapckoj y XVI, XVIl u XVIIl eexy, Hosu Cag,
1909. [Radoni¢, Jovan, Prilozi za istoriju Srba u Ugarskoj u XVI, XVII i XVIII veku, Novi Sad 1909]

Cartographic Sources

Wolfgangus Lazius, Regni Hungariae descriptio vera 1556, available online at: https://www.
e-rara.ch/bau_1/content/zoom/3946330

Secondary Works

Ardelean, Florin Nicolae & Neven Isailovi¢, ”From Croatia to Transylvania: War, Migration
and Adaptive Strategies in the Case of the Perusi¢ Family (15th—17th Centuries)”, Povijesni
prilozi 60 (2021) 213-256.

Borovszky, Samu, “A nagylaki uradalom térténete”, in: Ertekezések a torténeti tudomdnyok
kérébdl, Budapest 1900, 1-50.

Burnichioiu, lleana, “Revenirea la un subiect fara surse: biserica din Barsau in secolele XV—
XVI”, Medievalia Transilvanica V-VI/1-2 (2001-2002) 97-111.

lasin, Sasa, Familii nobiliare sérbesti din Banat in secolele al XV-lea si al XVI-lea, Cluj-Napoca 2015.

lusztin, Zoltan, “Testimonies about Mobility in the Becskerek Nahije in the 16th Century”,
in: Politics and Society in the Central and South-Eastern Europe (13th-16th centuries) |l, ed.
Zsuzsanna Kopeczny, Cluj-Napoca 2021, 37-57.

Krsti¢, Aleksandar, “Familiares of the Serbian despots in and from the territory of Banat
(1411-1458)”, in Politics and Society in the Central and South-Eastern Europe (13th-16th
centuries) |, ed. Zoltan lusztin, Cluj-Napoca 2019, 93-110.

Krsti¢, Aleksandar & Adrian Magina, “The BelmuZevi¢ family — the fate of a noble family in
South East Europe during the turbulent period of the Ottoman conquest (the 15th and the first
half of the 16th century)”, Revue d’Etudes Sud-Est Européennes 59 (2021) 105-123.

Kubinyi, Andrds, “A Magyar Kiralysag népessége a 15. szazad végén”, Térténelmi Szemle
38, 2—-3 (1996) 135-161.

Magina, Adrian, “Un nobil sarb Tn Banatul secolului al XV-lea: Milo$ BelmuZzevi¢”, Analele
Banatului. Serie noud, Arheologie — Istorie 18 (2010) 135-142.

Magina, Adrian, “Le long voyage vers la terre promise: les migrations serbes en Banat (XVe—
XVle siecles)”, in: Between Worlds: The age of Jagellonians, edited by Florin Nicolae Ardelean,
Christopher Nicholson & Johannes Preiser-Kapeller, Peter Lang GmbH, Frankfurt am Main 2013,
129-140.

Magina, Adrian, “Parobhiile catolice din Banat in epoca lui Sigismund de Luxemburg”, Analele
Banatului. Serie noud, Arheologie — Istorie 20 (2012) 173—-188.

228



MIXTIM HUNGARI, RASCIANI ET VALACHI HABITANT.
SERBS IN SOUTHERN PARTS OF THE HUNGARIAN KINGDOM (15-16"™ CENTURIES)

Magina, Adrian, “The city and the church. Religious life in Lipova, the 14th—16th centuries”,
in: Common Man, Society and Religion in the 16th Century/Gemeiner Mann, Gesellschaft und
Religion Im 16. Jahrhundert: Piety, Morality and Discipline in the Carpathian Basin/Frémmigkeit,
Moral und Sozialdisziplinierung Im Karpatenbogen, ed. Ulrich A. Wien, Christopher B. Brown,
Glnter Frank, Bruce Gordon, Barbara Mahlmann-Bauer, Harald Rasmussen, Violet Soen,
Zsombor Toth, Gunther Wassilowsky & Siegrid Westphal, Gottingen 2021, 249-260.

Magina, Adrian, “Universitas Valachorum. Privilege and Community in the medieval Banat”,
in: Reform and Renewal in Medieval East and Central Europe: Politics, Law and Society, Minerva
Il. Acta Europaea, v. 15, Studies in Russia and Eastern Europe, v. 14, edited by Suzana Miljan,
Eva B. Halasz & Alexandru Simon, Cluj-Napoca — Zagreb — London 2019, 493-502.

Magina, Adrian, “In Karansebes patres Societatis lesu evangelizant. Misionarii”, in: Studii
Bdndtene, ed. Valeriu Leu, Dumitru Teicu & Carmen Albert, Timisoara-Resita 2007, 153-183.

Magina, Livia, “Dreptul de targ si procesul de urbanizare. Cazul Felnac”, Analele Banatului.
Serie noud, Arheologie-Istorie 18 (2010) 143-150.

Magina, Livia, “Ana Jaksi¢: A woman of her time”, MHuyujan. Yaconuc 3a cpedro8exkosHe
cmyduje 8 (2020) 101-115.

Manea-Grgin, Castilia, Povijest karasevskih Hrvata u rumunjskom Banatu (16.—18. stoljece),
Zagreb 2012.

Milleker, Bédog , Délmagyarorszdg kézépkori féldrajza, Temesvar 1915.

Radonitch, Yovan, Histoire des Serbes de Hongrie, Paris 1919.

Rokay, Péter, “A szerbek beteleplilése Magyarorszagra a XV. szazadban”, in: A szerbek
Magyarorszdagon, szerk. Istvan Zombori, Szeged 1991, 51-63.

Szakaly, Ferenc, “Szerbek Magyarorszagon — szerbek a magyar térténelemben (Vazlat)”,
in: A szerbek Magyarorszdgon, szerk. Istvan Zombori, Szeged 1991, 11-50.

Teicu, Dumitru, Geografia ecleziasticd a Banatului medieval, Timisoara 2007.

Meuh, Anekca, Ucmopuja Cpba y Yeapckoj 00 nada Cmedepesa 0o ceobe nod YapHojesuhem
(1459-1690), Zagreb 1914. [Ivi¢, Aleksa, Istorija Srba u Ugarskoj od pada Smedereva do seobe
pod Carnojevicem (1459-1690), Zagreb 1914]

Meuh, Anekca, Ucmopuja Cpba y BojeoduHu: 00 Hajcmapujux epemeHa 00 OCHUBAHA
nomucko-nomopuwke eparuye (1703), Hosu Capg 1929. [Ivi¢, Aleksa, Istorija Srba u Vojvodini:
od najstarijih vremena do osnivanja potisko-pomoriske granice (1703), Novi Sad 1929]

Kpctuh, AnekcaHgap, “Hosu nogauu o Bojsoan Mwunowy benmyskesuhy u Herosoj
nopoanun”, MHuyujan. Yaconuc 3a cpedrosekosHe cmyoduje 1 (2013) 161-185. [Krstic,
Aleksandar, “Novi podaci o vojvodi Milodu BelmuzZeviéu i njegovoj porodici”, Inicijal. Casopis za
srednjovekovne studije 1 (2013) 161-185]

Nemajuh, HeHap, Cprcka eauma Ha npesomy enoxda, Cpemcka Mutposuua—McTouHO
CapajeBo 2006. [Lemaji¢, Nenad, Srpska elita na prelomu epoha, Sremska Mitrovica—Istocno
Sarajevo 2006]

Cnpemuh, Momuuno, “NMopoamua Jakwuh y baHaty”, in: baHam kpo3 sekose. Crojesu
Kynmypa baHama. 360pHuk padosa, yp. Muogpar Matuuku n Buaojko Josuh, beorpag, 2010,
33-63. [Spremi¢, Momcilo, “Porodica Jaksi¢ u Banatu”, in: Banat kroz vekove. Slojevi kultura
Banata. Zbornik radova, ur. Miodrag Maticki i Vidojko Jovi¢, Beograd 2010, 33-63]

229



Adrian Magina

Adrian Magina

MIXTIM HUNGARI, RASCIANI ET VALACHI HABITANT.
SZERBEK A MAGYAR KIRALYSAG DELI TERULETEIN (15-16. SZAZAD)

Reziimé

A tanulmany a kozépkori Magyar Kiralysag déli terlletein és a jovend&beli
autondm Erdélyi Fejedelemség délnyugati részein él6 délszlav (szerb) lakossagot
vizsgalja tobb szempontbdl. A szerbek magyarorszagi vandorlasa mind a magyar, mind
a szerb és roman torténetirasban megjelent a 19. szazadtdl. A Magyar Kiralysag déli
részei (partes inferiores), a mai Banat, hatarvidék volt, ahova a szerbek a torokok eldl
menekilve érkeztek a 15. szazadban. Az olyan nemesi csalddok, mint a Jaksi¢ vagy a
Belmuzevic csalad, birtokokat kaptak Temes, Torontal, Csanad és Arad varmegyékben.
Vellk egyitt mas délszlav eredet(i népek is érkeztek a térségbe mint szolgak avagy
familidrisok (familiares). Az allandé jellegli 6sszet(izések és a bizonytalansag szamos
egyszerl ember szamara lehet6vé tette, hogy atkeljenek a hataron, és a Magyar
Kirdlysagban telepedjenek le. A Maros és a Duna kozotti terilet lakossaganak etnikai
Osszetételében nyomon kovethetSk a valtozasok a kései 15. szazadtdl egészen a
kovetkez6 szdzad kozepéig. A legszamottevSbb szerb lakossag a Maros volgyében,
illetve Temesvar és Lippa varosok kozelében volt. A 15. szazad masodik felében
témegesen menekiil§ szerbeket elfogadta, s6t tamogatta is a magyar kirdlyi udvar és
a nemesség, hogy jojjenek az orszagba, ahol fontos szerepiik volt a torokok elleni
harcokban. A nagyszamu menekilt megvaltoztatta a térség lakossaganak etnikai
Osszetételét, ami jél nyomon kovethetd a 16. szazad els6 feléb8l szarmazo
dokumentumokban, kiléndsen az 1552 utani oszman kataszteri nyilvantartasokban.
Tovabbi szempontot képviselnek a kutatasban az ismert szerb nemesi csaladok,
amelyek szinte kivétel nélkil teljesen integralédtak a Magyar Kiralysag nemességébe.
Idével ezek a csaladok hazassagkotés uatjan vagy politikai megfontolasbdl
szovetségeket kotottek, amelyek altal feljebb juthattak a tarsadalmi és adminisztrativ
ranglétran, de ennek kovetkezményeként feladtak etnikai és vallasi hovatartozasukat.
A tombben é15 kozosségek esetében mas volt a helyzet. A Maros-volgyben vagy az
egykori Torontal varmegye teriletén él6 szerbség megdrizte nyelvét és pravoszlav
vallasat. Ahol a szerbek kisebbségben voltak, ahol a magyarokkal és romanokkal
egyltt éltek, integralodtak a tobbségi kozosségekbe az Uj évszazad kiiszobén. A torok
hoditasok nyoman a 16. szazad kdzepén etnikai és vallasi szempontbdl egy teljesen
Uj vilag volt kialakuldban, amely jelent6s mértékben eltért attdl a tarsadalomtol,
amely az el3z6 évszazad derekat jellemezte. A 15-16. szazadbdl szarmazé térténelmi
forrasok lehetévé teszik szamunkra, hogy megértsik a népességmozgasokat és az
etnikai dsszetételben toértént valtozasokat a Magyar Kirdlysagnak e meghatarozott
térségében.
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AppujaH MahuHa

MIXTIM HUNGARI, RASCIANI ET VALACHI HABITANT.
CPBU Y JYKHUM OENNOBUMA KPAJBEBUHE YTAPCKE (15-16. BEK)

Pesnme

Pag ce 6aBu nojeAMHUM acnekTMMa NPUCYCTBa jyXKHOC/MOBEHCKOr (cpnckor)
CTAHOBHMLUTBA Y jYKHUM [eN10BMMa CpesbOBEKOBHE KpasbeBurHe Yrapcke, 04HOCHO
jyrosanagHum genosuma byayhe ayToHOMHe KHexkeBuUHe TpaHcunsaHuje. Murpaumje
Cpba y VYrapcky npegmeTr cy npoy4yaBarba Mahapcke, Cprcke W pymyHCKe
uctopuorpaduje og 19. seka. JykHu genosu (partes inferiores) KpasbeBuHe Yrapcke
(AaHawrbyM BaHaT) 6MAKM cy NorpaHUYHA TepUTOpMUja, rae cy ce cpeanHom 15. Beka
Cpbu cknarbanu npeg TypcKom Hajesgom. MNaemuhke nopoamue nonyT Jakwuha nam
benmykesuha fobune cy nocege y ynaHujama Tamuw, TopoHTan, YaHaz v Apag,
C tbuMa cy y Ty 06aacT JoWwnun M Apyrn HapoaM jyXKHOCNOBEHCKOr MOpeKaa Kao
familiares nnv cnyre. CTanHU CyKObU U HECUTYPHOCT NPYXKUAN CY NMPUANKY MHOTUM
06MYHMM SbyaumMa aa npehy rpaHuuy m gohy y KpasbeBuHy Yrapcky. MpomeHe y
€THUYKOM cacTaBy Teputopuje namehy Mopuwia n [lyHasa mory ce NpaTuTu o KacHor
15. BeKa 40 cpeauHe HapegHor. BehuHa Cpba 6una je 3abenexeHa y AOAWHM
Mopwuiua n 6aunsy rpagosa Temuwsapa 1 Jiunose. Cpbu, Koju cy MacoBHo usbernm y
Apyroj nonosuHK 15. BeKa, 6uam cy npuxsaheHun, na yak M NOACTULAHU O CTpaHe
Kpa/beBCKe BIACTU M yrapcke apucToKkpaTtuje Tor goba aa pohy y Yrapcky, rge cy
MManun BaxKHy ynory y 6opbu npotms OcmaHnunja. Bennkun 6poj nsbernvua goseo je
[0 NPOMEHa Ha eTHUYKOM MJ1aHy, WTO Ce BUAM Y LOKYMEHTMMA U3 NpBe nonosuHe 16.
BeKa, NocebHo y ocMmaHCcKuM gedTepmMma HakoH 1552. roguHe. Jow jegaH acrnekat
npeAcTaB/bajy no3HaTte cpncke naemuhKke nopoamue, Koje cy rotoBo 6e3 nsysetka
6une NOTNyHO MHTerpmcaHe y niemctso KpasbesnHe. BpemeHom cy Te nopoauue
cknanane 6payHe MAM NOAUTMYKE caBese Koju cy um omoryhuam Hanpezak Ha
APYLUTBEHO] M aZAMUHUCTPATUBHO] 1ECTBULM, /M je nocaeauua Tora 6uo rybutak
eTHUYKe U BepcKe cneunduuHocTn. CUTyaumja y KOMNaKkTHUM 3ajeaHnuama buna je
Apyraumja. Y ponvHu Mopuwa uam y Hekagawrum obnactuma TopoHTasncke
YKYMaHuje, CPNCcKo CTAHOBHMLUTBO CavyyBaJ/io je CBOj je3MK M NpaBOCNaBHY Bepy. Tamo
roe cy Cpbu 6unm y marbmHuM, y 061acTUMA Fae Cy KMBeAU 3ajegHo ca PymyHuma m
Mahapuma, uHTerpucanm cy ce y sehuHcKe 3ajegHuue y paHOM HOBOM BEKY.
OcMaHCKo ocBajakbe cpeamHom 16. BEKa HAMETHYJ/IO je CBET KOju je, ca eTHUYKOT U
KOH}ECMOHANHOI CTAaHOBUIUTA, MMaAo MOTMNYHO Apyraynje KapaKTepuUCTUKe Hero
cpeanHOM npeTxoaHor Beka. Mctopujckm nogaum m3 15—-16. seka omoryhasajy Ham
[ pasyMemo KpeTake CTaHOBHMLUTBA W €THUYKe npomeHe y oapeheHom aeny
KpasbesuHe Yrapcke.
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