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Abstract: The paper deals with the suburbs of Serbian medieval cities. In the first
half of the 15" century, almost all major Serbian cities had their suburbs, often
unfortified. They were the centres of economic life and the majority of the urban
population lived there. The inhabitants of these cities included numerous artisans —
potters, blacksmiths, masons and armourers — who worked to meet the everyday needs
of the population and the city. Within fortified suburbs, there were numerous
residential buildings for civilians and facilities for storing food, beverages and weapons.

Keywords: city, fortress, ramparts, suburbs, trade, craftsmanship, water supply
system, food, beverages, Middle Ages, Serbia, Novo Brdo, Prizren.

In the early Middle Ages, the Serbian state was not a highly urbanised area. Many
late antique cities disappeared, and the emergence of new urban structures occurred
in a different social milieu. This discontinuity of urban life is one of the most distinctive
features of the interior of the Balkans, though variations in its duration can be
observed in some regions. In the central part of the Peninsula, where the most
significant communication routes ran along the Morava and Vardar valleys, several
Roman settlements continued to exist during the medieval period.* An analysis of
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! Cuma hmpkosuh, “HeocTBapeHa ayToHoMMja: rpafcko ApylwTeo y Cpbuju n bocHn, y: uctm,
PabomHuuu, 8ojHUYU, Oyx08HUUU: Opywmead cpedro8eKkosHoe baskaHa, beorpag 1997, 259—
260. Vladeta Petrovi¢, “Terrestrial Communications in the Late Antiquity and the Early Middle
Ages in the Western Part of the Balkan Peninsula”, in: The World of the Slavs: Studies on the
East, West and South Slavs : Civitas, Oppidas, Villas and Archeological Evidence (7th to 11th
Centuries AD), ed. Srdan Rudi¢, Belgrade 2013, 235-287. WcTtn, “TpaHcdopmaumja ypbaHux
Hacesba LeHTpanHor basnkaHa TOKOM paHor cpepter Beka“, y: CnomeHuya 0p Tubopa
}uekosuha, yp. UpeHa LisnjaHosuh, beorpag 2016, 151-165, ca cTapujom AUTEPATYPOM.
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published findings from the western part of the Balkan Peninsula shows that 20% of
late antique and early Byzantine fortifications were used during the early Middle
Ages.? The actual percentage was likely higher, as by the mid-9t" century, there were
40 cities in South Slavic principalities, at least 40% of which bore Slavic names.? The
oldest Slavic settlements have been archaeologically investigated within several older
urban centres, yielding significant results in the suburbs of Belgrade*, Gradina on
Jelica®, Martinié¢i®, Ras—Gradina above Pazariste’, Ras—Postenje near Novi Pazarg,
Vrsenice®, Orlovine above Mali Zvornik.1® Another type of new settlements were
typical Slavic fortifications, of which the one at the Divicmed site near present-day
Mladenovac has been ascertained and explored so far. The construction of
fortifications, whose analogies can be found with Slavic fortifications in Bohemia and
Moravia, was necessitated by Hungarian raids and Serbian-Bulgarian wars. Life in
fortifications lasted until the 11* century, when it was disrupted by Basil II's conquests
or uprisings in 1040 or 1072.1* A medieval layer of habitation has been identified in
numerous late antique and early Byzantine fortifications along the Danube, between
Belgrade and the Timok river, most commonly dated to the 10-12%" centuries. The

2 Medieval layers have been confirmed at 233 sites out of 1,176 remains of late antique and
early Byzantine fortifications. This number is likely even higher given that they have been
poorly explored, and because the ramparts were often repaired only in the upper zones.
These modifications are often very difficult to ascertain due to the condition of those parts
of fortifications. Dejan Buli¢, “The Fortifications of Late Antiquity and thr Early Byzantine
Period on the Latter Territory of the South-Slavonic Principalities and Their Re-occupation®,
in: The World of the Slavs: Studies on the East, West and South Slavs: Civitas, Oppidas, Villas
and Archeological Evidence (7th to 11th Centuries AD), ed. Srdan Rudi¢, Belgrade 2013, 225.

3 Tibor Zivkovi¢, “The Urban Landscape®, in: The World of the Slavs: Studies on the East, West
and South Slavs: Civitas, Oppidas, Villas and Archeological Evidence (7th to 11th Centuries
AD), ed. Srdan Rudi¢, Belgrade 2013, 31.

4 TopaaHa MapjaHosuh-Byjosuh, ,HajcTapuje cnoBeHcKko Hacesbe y Beorpaay”, Mroduwrak
2pada beozpada 25 (1978) 17-16.

®> [ejaH bynwuh, , Tparosu cpefikbOBEKOBHE MaTepujaiHe KyAType ca oKanuTeTa MpaguHa Ha
Jennun”, Ucmopujcku yaconuc 50 (2003) 154-162. Muxanno Mununkosuh, MpaduHa Ha
Jeauyu — paHosusaHmMujcKu epad u cpedH08eK08HO Hacesve, beorpag 2010.

¢ Bojucnas Kopah, Mapmuruhu: ocmauyu cpedrosekosHoz 2pada, beorpag, 2001.

7 OywaH Mpkobpag, ,Pac-locTerwe: ¢ase passoja ytBphewa”, 36poHuk padosa
BusaHmonowkoe uHcmumyma 36 (1997) 203-217.

8 Marko Popovi¢, Tvrdava Ras, Beograd 1999.

9 Marko Popovic i Vesna Biki¢, Vrsenice : kasnoanticko i srpsko ranosrednjovekovno utvrdenje,
Beograd 2009.

0 Nejan Bynauh, “3em/baHo-NanncagHe 1 Cyxo3uaHe aganTaumje v rpajHbe PaHoCPeaHbOBEKOBHMX
ytBphera Ha Ty Cpbuje”, y: basakaH, lNodyHasmwe u UcmouHa Esporna y pumcko doba u y
cpedrem seky, yp. Onra PymjaHuesa n CtaHko TpuoyHosuh, Mocksa 2022, 208-226, 219—
221. flejaH Pagnyesunh n Oparad hmpkosuh, “Mpunor npoyyaBaky paHOCPEAH OBEKOBHUX
MO3anYKKX nepnum Ha Tay Cpbuje”, Hosa anmuyka [ykma 14 (2023) 129-158, 131-135.

11 Bennbop Katuh, ,[AuBnumel) — paHOCpeaHOBEKOBHO Hacesbe, yTBphere mam rpag”,
acHuk Cprckoe apxeosnowkoa dpywmea 19 (2003) 197-221.
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remains of these cities are located in today’s Vinjica, Orasje, Kostolac, Ram, Veliko
Gradiste, Veliki Gradac, Tekija, Prahovo, and near Trajan’s Bridge.*? In addition to the
Danube region, another equally studied area of early Byzantine fortifications is in the
Raska region, near present-day Novi Pazar. Multi-year systematic research has been
conducted at the sites of Vrsenice, Ras—Gradina above Pazariste, and Ras—Postenje
near present-day Novi Pazar. The oldest layers of all three fortifications represent the
remains of Roman-Byzantine ramparts, restored during the 9" and 10%" centuries.*

The establishment of an independent Serbian state at the time of Stefan Nemanja
and Stefan the First-Crowned, and its expansion, marked a turning point in the urban
development of the Serbian territory. The first level of urbanisation involved the adoption
of new urban patterns through the expansion of the Serbian state and the conquest of
numerous Byzantine cities. The second level was the formation of mining cities, driven by
an upturn in Serbian mining that began in the mid-13t century. The third level involved
the latest wave of smaller new settlements formed around temporary squares. Depending
on their primary functions, there are basic types of urban settlements. We can clearly
differentiate among residential cities, conquered old Byzantine cities, mining urban
settlements, marketplaces and fortifications with suburbs.*

Among the urban settlements of the Nemanji¢ state, coastal cities stood out in
terms of their social and spatial organisation.’® Danj, Sard, Drivast, Shkodér, Svac,

12 Munuua Jankosuh u hophe JaHkosuh, “INMoayHaBCKM rPpagoBM NOMEHYTU Kao NocTpaaanu
1072. roguHe”, Moduwrak epada beoepada 25 (1978) 41-53.

13 M. Popovié i V. Biki¢, Vrsenice : kasnoanticko i srpsko ranosrednjovekovno utvrdenje, 97-100.

14 Bnapeta NeTtposuh, “I'paacka Hacesba y oba npsux Hemarbuha“ y: CmegpaH MMpsoseH4yaHu
u He2oso 006a, yp. iBaHa KomaTtuHa, beorpapg 2020, 411-427, 413. Isti, “Spatial Structure
of Serbian Medieval Cities (XII-XV Centuries)“, in: Urbanisation in Eastern and South-Eastern
Europe, edited by A. A. Gordin & A. Rastovi¢, Nizhny Novgorod — Belgrade 2021, 11.

15 The literature on the town on the eastern Adriatic coast is quite extensive, so we have made
a selection of the most important works that primarily deal with the towns that were part
of the Serbian state in the 13 century. Unnja Cunauk, KomyHanHo ypehere Komopa,
Beorpag 1950. nctu, “OpHoc rpaga byase npema Bnagapuma u3 anHactmje Hemaruha®,
Ucmopujcku vaconuc 7 (1957) 23-35. Josip Lucié¢, “Komunalno uredenje dalmatinskih
gradova u Xl stolje¢u”, Zbornik Zavoda za povijesne znanosti istraZivackog centra JAZU 10
(1980) 209-235. Tomislav Raukar, “Komunalna drustva u Dalmaciji u XIV stolje¢u”, Historijski
zbornik 33-34 (1980-1981) 139-209. Sima Cirkovi¢, ,Sredniji vijek*, u: Bar grad pod Rumijom.
Bar 1984, 9-34. Ludwig Steindorff, “Stari svijet i novo doba. O formiranju komune na isto¢noj
obali Jadrana®, Starohrvatska prosvjeta 16 (1986) 141-152. Zika Bujukli¢, Pravno uredenje
srednjovekovne budvanske komune, Budva 1988. Cuma M. hupkosuh, “Moyeumn coumjanHe
xujepapxuje y Cpba“, Noduwrax 3a dpywmeeHy ucmopujy 1/3 (1994) 223-235, 228-230.
Mwnow AHToHOBWN, MPad u xcyna y 3emckom npumopjy u cesepHoj Anbaruju y XIV u XV seky,
Beorpag 2003. Irena Benyovsky Latin, Introduction: ,Towns and Cities of the Croatian Middle
Ages: Authority and Property”, in: Towns and Cities of the Croatian Middle Ages, Zagreb 2014,
13-34. Bnageta MeTtposuh, “I'paacka Hacesba y Aoba npsux Hemarwunha, 411-427.

For the spatial appearance of medieval coastal cities that belonged to the Serbian medieval
state, see: Cvito Fiskovi¢, “O umjetnickim spomenicima grada Kotora“, CnomeHuxk CAH 103
(1953) 71-101. burde Boskovi¢, Stari Bar, Beograd 1962. Masne Mujosuh n Mupko Kosauesuh,
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Ulcinj, Budva, Bar and Kotor had similar urban layouts. All these cities had walls that
encompassed the settlement consisting of residential, public and church buildings,
and other structures. The streets were narrow and irregular, with widths often varying
from corner to corner, averaging around two metres. Squares were the centers of
urban life, irregular in shape, just like the entire traffic network. In some cases, the
position of city gates probably influenced the formation of squares. Other squares in
the centres of coastal cities were mainly formed in front of churches, or churches were
built on the already formed squares. Water supply issues were resolved differently in
each city. For instance, Kotor and Budva had drinking water wells both within the city
and nearby. Bar had large cisterns, but also a well accessible only from the suburbs via
a protective tunnel. Ulcinj relied exclusively on cisterns.'® In medieval Bar, there are
remains of both single-room structures and more complex ones, especially when it
comes to the houses of the Bar nobility and wealthier citizens. Buildings typically had
at least one floor, often two or three. Each structure was owned by single families.
When families grew, subsequent internal repairs and extensions were made. The
ground floor often housed a cellar accessible from street level, with a separate
entrance and staircase leading to the upper floors, used for living, sleeping, dining and
cooking. Narrow spaces were left between houses for water drainage, where waste,
wastewater, and even faeces were disposed of.!” However, examples of medieval
residential architecture are limited. Few houses were made of stone. Most were built
from wood, with fire easily destroying residential facilities. Later, local authorities
introduced regulations prohibiting the construction of wooden houses.’® The
inhabitants of these cities had a special status defined by unique urban statutes.? It is

padosu u ymephersa y LipHoj Mopu, beorpag—Ynuurw 1975. byphe bowkosuh, Masne
Mwnjosuh n Mupko Kosauesuh, Yayur, Tom |, Beorpag 1981. Mladen Zagarcanin, Stari grad
Bar, Bar 2008. Isti, “Srednjovjekovni grad Svac. Rezultati iskopavanja 2012. godine i nova
zapazanja“, Nova anticka Duklja 8 (2017) 177-234.

16 MNasne Mujosuh n Mupko Kosaueswuh, lpadosu u ymephera y LipHoj MNopu, 161-163.

17 purde Boskovi¢, Stari Bar, 218-222. Nasne Mujosuh n Mupko Kosauesuh, padosu u
ymepherba y LipHoj Mopu, 96—97. The urban traffic network in Ulcinj took its basic form in the
Middle Ages. All residential buildings were facing the street. This position was only partially
altered during the multi-century Ottoman period in Ulcinj. See byphe bowkosuh, Masne
Mwujosuh n Mupko Kosauesuh, Yayur, Tom |, 145-146.

18 MNasne Mujosuh n Mupko Kosaueswuh, Mpadosu u ymephera y LipHoj Mopu, 162.

19 In the coastal towns of the southern Adriatic that belonged to the Serbian medieval state
from the first half of the 12" century to the late 14" century, such as Kotor, Budva, Bar or
Shkodra, a communal organisation developed in the hinterland, with smaller or larger
autonomy. Savo Markovi¢, “Statuta et leges civitatis Antibari (prilog proucavanju statuta
medievalnog Bara)”, Povijesni prilozi 23 (2002) 19-42; Cpedr08jekosHU cmamym bydse,
npup. Mupocnas Jlyketnh u ¥uka byjyknuh, byaga 1988; Zika Bujukli¢, Pravno uredenje
srednjovekovne budvanske komune, Budva 1988; Lucia Nadin, Statuti di Scutari della prima
meta del secolo XIV con le addizioni fino al 1469, Corpus statutario delle Venezie 15, Roma
2002; Nevenka Bogojevi¢-Gluscevi¢, Statut grada Skadra iz prve polovine XIV vijeka sa
dodacima, zavrsno sa 1461. godinom, Podgorica 2016; Cuma hupkosuh, “lNpesog nosesbe
uapa Credana OdywanHa rpagy Ckagpy”, Cmapu cprcku apxus 6 (2007) 113-121.
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important to note that all these cities were under Byzantine rule for several centuries
and, in ecclesiastical terms, under Roman jurisdiction.?°

In the continental part of the Serbian state, fortifications that served as the seats
of powerful feudal lords were important strategic strongholds and, together with
rulers’ fortresses, formed a unique defensive system. Maglic, for instance, was built
on the old traditions of Byzantine military architecture. Inside the fortification,
residential buildings were constructed from durable materials. However, Magli¢
retained the character of a fortress, and no civilian settlement developed around it.?
In the case of fortresses, it is equally difficult to give their morphological picture as it
is to delineate their specific purposes. The question of which fortresses held primarily
a military-strategic significance, and which served as noble residences and regional
centres, has not yet been fully answered by either history or archaeology. While many
fortifications functioned as regional centers, some also had the purpose of controlling
and securing key transportation routes. Others combined multiple functions, and
some even changed their purpose over time, as was the case with Visegrad near
Prizren.?? Some fortresses served simultaneously as fortified noble residences and
regional centers, and could also have open suburbs. In this context, distinct spatial
divisions are seen, such as in Stala¢, where there is a specific section within the
fortress for the residence of rulers/nobility, storage, food preparation rooms, a
smithy, a well, storerooms, workshops, and buildings for garrison accommodation.?
On the other hand, nobles’ fortresses were significant defensive points that, together
with larger fortresses, formed a unique defensive system of the country.

Under some fortresses, suburbs developed into centres of trade and
craftsmanship. This process of urbanisation, anchored in the strongholds of authority,
peaked in the first half of the 15% century, when almost all major Serbian fortresses
had their suburbs. They were the hubs of economic life and were home to most of the
urban population.

Suburbs included numerous residential buildings for the civilian population,
churches, storage facilities for storing food, beverages and weapons. City streets and

20 isaHa KomaTuHa, Lipkea u dpxasa y cprckum 3emsoama o0 Xl o XlIl eexa, Beorpag 2016,
192-228; 300—-334. KatapuHa Mutposuh, “KpasbeBcTBo o4 UcKoHa: bapcka (apxu)enunckonuja
n ykmwa“, y: Cpncka kpaseescmea y cpedrem seKy, Kpamweso 2017, 47—-83.

21 Marko Popovié¢, Magli¢ki zamak, Beograd 2012, 193-201.

22 Emperor Dusan donated the nearby fortress of Visegrad to the Holy Archangels monastery
near Prizren to serve as a granary and wine cellar, and a monastery storage instead of a
pyrgos. See CuHuwa Mwuwwuh u TaTtjaHa Cy6otuH-Tonybosuh, CeemoapxaHhenoscka
Xxpucosyrea, beorpag 2003, 88, 120. Earlier, King Milutin gave the fortress of Visegrad to the
Prizren Bishopric to serve as a refuge in case of an attack. See CuHuwa Muwuh, “Xpucosysba
Kpasba CtedaHa Ypouwa Il MpuspeHcKkoj ennckonujn®, Cmapu cpncku apxus 8 (2009) 15-16,
21, 34. Munuua Hukonuh, “BnactennHcteo Ceete boropoanue Ha /besnwn®, Ucmopujcku
yaconuc 23 (1976) 41-42.

2 Dusica Mini¢, Srednjovekovni Stala¢, Beograd 2007, 44—49. Systematic archaeological
explorations have not been conducted at the Great Town fortress; see: ibidem, 38.
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squares stretched among them. Archaeological research in Novo Brdo provides
insights into the spatial organisation of suburbs. The city was divided into three parts:
the Upper Town, Lower Town, and suburbs. The Upper and Lower Towns were
strongly fortified. The large area on the eastern side encompassed the suburbs, which
were also included in the defence system, had weaker ramparts and possibly an
embankment with a palisade.?* In the third Novo Brdo unit, an extensive suburb
located to the east of the fortress, numerous traces of stone structures and former
communication routes were observed. In the centre of the suburbs, there was a large
square around which streets radiated. Not far from the square stood the cathedral
church of St Nicholas, one of the largest Serbian medieval churches.? In the suburbs,
in addition to this church, there were several smaller Orthodox buildings, some of
which have been preserved as ruins, while the existence of others is indicated by
specific toponymy. The Byzantine custom of erecting smaller family endowments was
also practiced in medieval Serbia, as evidenced by the mentioned New Brdo small
churches, as well as smaller churches in Prizren. Their ktetors were either nobles or
prominent and wealthy citizens.?® The existence of several churches in Novo Brdo’s
suburbs is quite understandable, given that the city’s population is estimated at 8,000
to 10,000.%” As smaller churches were located away from the fortification and the
central square, it is assumed that the initial urban area was not precisely demarcated
and that most quarters gravitated towards the central part of the settlement. Outside
the suburbs, around one kilometre southeast of the fortified part of the city, lay the
Lower Square. The Saxon church (Santa Maria), as the main Roman Catholic church,
was built there to serve — in addition to the majority Serbian Orthodox population —
the Catholics: Saxons, Kotorans and Dubrovnik merchants, who resided there
temporarily or permanently.?® Apart from this main Catholic church, constructed in
the first half of the 14t century, one more church existed in the suburbs, erected

2 Mapko Monosuh u FopgaHa Cumuh, Ymepherba cpedrosexkosHoz epada Hoeoe bpoa,
beorpag 2020, 119-139.

%5 Mapko MNonosuh u Urop Bjenuh, Lipkea Cs. Hukone: kamedpana epada Hosoz bpoa,
beorpag 2018, 213-217.

% Hans Buchwald, “Byzantine Town Planning — Does it Exist?“, in: Material Culture and Well-
Being in Byzantium (400-1453), Proceedings of the International Conference (Cambridge, 8—
10 September 2001), ed M. Griinbart et al., Wien 2007, 73. Bnazeta NeTtposuh, “ApywtBeHo
pacnojaBatbe y CPNCKUM CPesHOBEKOBHUM PyAapCKUM rpagosuma’, Hawa npowsanocm 12
(2011) 83-86, ca cTapmjom UTEpPaTypOM.

27 Mupko Kosauesuh, “U3spauyyHaBarbe 6poja CTaHOBHMKA CpefHOBeKOBHOr rpaga Hosor
Bbppa“, y: Hacesma u cmaHosHuwmeo obaacmu bpaHkosuha 1455. 2o0uHe, yp. Munow
Mauypa, beorpag 2001, 271-274.

28 “Sancta Maria in Dogni Terg”. See Mwuxajno Ounuh, U3 cpricke ucmopuje cpedrez sexa,
Beorpag, 2003, 586-587, n HanomeHa 23. Cpbuja y dybposaykum mecmameHmuma (1414—
1436), kroure 10, 11 1 12, cabpanu u npupeamnv AHapuja Beceantosuh n JejaH JeumeHunua,
Beorpag 2016, 102. M. Nonosuh u I. Cumuh, Ymephera cpedro8ekosHoz epada Hosoz
bpoda, 21, 23.
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around 1380, and its remains have not been uncovered to date. Roman Catholics
were organised under a parish within the jurisdiction of the Kotor Bishopric.?

There were several residential settlements in the environs of Novo Brdo that were
not directly connected to the city’s urban structure. The closest to the suburbs was
Provalija, and slightly further away was Plavica, now one of the mahalles of the
Bostane village.?® Numerous other settlements belonged to the city metochion of New
Brdo, scattered along the Kriva river, but their names have not been preserved in
medieval written records.?!

Houses in suburbs and marketplaces were most often built of wood. Smaller
buildings were also constructed as log cabins, sometimes placed on stone plinths. For
larger buildings, the half-timber (“bondruk”) technique was commonly applied. In
houses built using this technique, the infill was often made of planks or logs, while
walls made of wattle and daubed with mud were less common. Heating was provided
by open hearths protected by low stone walls or brick ovens. The roofs were pitched
with two or four slopes, covered with straw or shingles. The area of the houses usually
ranged from nine to 35 square meters. They could have one or several rooms. In some
cases, a porch was attached. Some of them also had a second floor. In such cases,
the ground floor was built of stone, and the upper floor was made of wood or a
combination of stone and wood.3? In one of the explored houses in Novo Brdo (Lower
Town, house no. 3), with an area of around 59 m?, the floor was paved with bricks
(29x36x4 cm).33

In stone two-storey houses in Trgoviste (15—17% centuries), the ground floor of the
houses was of a commercial character, while the upper floors were residential. In
some buildings, a large number of niches and hiding places of various shapes were
found. Niches were also located in the vestibule area, usually placed in pairs facing
each other. The ground floors of the buildings, mostly dug into the hillside, were dark
and suitable for storing goods and food. Grains were also stored in above-ground
structures — granaries, made of wood or stone. There were also specially built
structures for storing grainy food.3*

Grains, as one of the most important agricultural products, were also stored in pits,
as clearly specified in the chrysobull of King Milutin for the Gracanica monastery.** On

2 M. Ounuh, U3 cpnicke ucmopuje cpedme2 sexka, 656—657. M. Monosuh u . Cumuh,
Ymephera cpedro8ekosHoe epada Hosoe bpda, 37.

30 M. Amnuh, M3 cpricke ucmopuje cpedrbez eeka, 587-588.

31 Bnageta Netposuh, “Ipagcku metox”, y: CnomeHuuya akademuxka Munowa brnazojesuha
(1930-2012), yp. CyHnwa Muwwuh, beorpag 2015, 142-143.

32 FoppgaHa Munowesuh, CmaHosare y cpedrosexkosHoj Cpbuju, beorpag 1997, 170-171.

3 M. Nonosuh u . Cumuh, Ymephera cpedrosexkosHoz epada Hoeoe bpda, 201-207.

3% Nywwnua Mununh, “Heka 3anaskarba o0 rpagru Kyha y cpearbosekoBHom Tprosuwty”,
nacHuk Cprickoe apxeosnowkoe Opywmea 5 (1989) 94-96; I. Munowesuh, CmaHosare y
cpedr08eK08Hoj Cpbuju, 99-102.

35 360pHUK cpedrbosexkosHUX hupuau4kux nosesva u nucama Cpbuje, bocHe u ybposHuka,
Tom |, beorpag 2011, 503.
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the estate of Saint George, the Skopje pyrgos Hrptati was a soknica (a place where
agricultural products were kept). We do not know its size or manner of construction,
but it is significant that the chrysobull mentions that the tower was located in front
of the monastery palace.3® Emperor Dusan donated the nearby fortress of Visegrad
to the Holy Archangels monastery near Prizren to serve as a granary and wine cellar,
and a monastery storage instead of a pyrgos.>” This means that large estates used
so-called grain pits for storing harvested grains. They were dug and built into the
ground. Significant quantities of grain could be stored in them, and seeds were well
protected from fire, pests and theft, but not always from moisture.?®

In some fortifications, food storages were located on the lowest level of the
donjon. This is the case in Magli¢. The tower had three levels, two of which below
the entrance level.?® The main tower in Stala¢ had five levels, and the entrance was
on the third. The floors below the entrance level had no openings and probably served
as storage spaces.*® It is assumed that the basement of the palace in the Golubac
fortress was used as a food and beverages storage, and it is not excluded that there
was a kitchen in the northern part.*! At the lowest level of the main tower of the
Small Town in Smederevo, a room of 4.15x4.1 metres has been preserved. This room,
which had its own entrance, was probably a cistern or food storage.*? The main tower
of the fortified Resava monastery had six levels. The entrance to the tower was eleven
meters above the monastery courtyard. Below this entrance level, a circular room
with a calotte was built, which is assumed to have served as a granary.® It is important
to note that these structures could change their function. For example, in June 1382,
the Dubrovnik authorities ordered the preparation of the cisterns of St Mary for
storing communal grain, and in April 1383, masari were allowed to line the interior
of the cistern of St Mary with boards to store grain.* If this practice of using cisterns
for grain storage was followed in Dubrovnik, we believe cisterns were used for the
same purpose, especially in cases of danger, in the fortifications and cities of medieval
Serbia.

Granaries or grain pits were also found in numerous fortifications and urban
settlements. These were mostly dugouts of various foundations, with walls daubed
with a layer of clay, stone or wooden planks. Granaries were located inside or outside
residential buildings. When located within buildings, they were covered with stone

36 |bidem, 323.

37 C. Muwwuh un T. CyboTtuH-Tonybosuh, CeemoapxaHhenoscka xpucosysva, 88, 120.

38 Munow Bnarojesuh, 3emeopadra y cpedrosekosHoj Cpbuju, beorpag 2004, 105.

3 ToppaHa Cumuh, JoHM#OH Kyne y popmughukayuju cpedrosekosHuUx epadoea, beorpag,
2010, 99.

40 |bidem, 105.

“ ToppaHa Cumuh, “Manata Fony6aukor rpaga“, Caonwmerba 22—-23 (1990-1991) 80-81, 83.

42 MnahaH Llyrak, Cmedepescka mephasa, Cmegepeso 2011, 59.

ST, Cumuh, LoHxoH Kyne y popmuukayuju cpedro08ekosHux epadosa, 108.

4 Dusanka Dini¢—Knezevi¢, “Trgovina Zitom u Dubrovniku u XIV veku”, Godisnjak Filozofskog
fakulteta u Novom Sadu 10 (1967) 117.
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slabs or wooden lids. Those built outdoors had small, vaulted roofs or wooden
canopies. Archaeological evidence has confirmed them in Trgoviste, Jelec, Stala¢,
Gradina above Trgoviste...*®

In addition to food storage, one of the most important problems during the
construction of fortifications and civilian settlements was the issue of water supply. The
manner of use of water resources in medieval fortifications and urban settlements
was conditioned by the topographical, geological and hydrological characteristics of
each site. Fortifications mainly used cisterns, less often wells, as well as water from
nearby springs, streams and rivers. Medieval water supply systems certainly existed in
Plana“* and the Studenica monastery®’. In some urban settlements, shallow dams were
used in riverbeds to supply channels flowing through urban settlements.*®

Due to the high demand for drinking and technical water, larger urban settlements
had multiple combined water supply sources — river, spring, well and atmospheric
water. For instance, from ancient times the city of Prizren was supplied with natural
spring water from rich sources within the settlement, whose position allowed water
to flow by natural fall. Where such possibilities were unavailable, wells were used, or
water was brought from Cvilen mountain. In the charter of Emperor Dusan to the Holy
Archangels monastery near Prizren, it is stated that the Emperor also donated a field
in the Prizren plain called Duroviste, “between the roads to the water conduit, as the
conduit from Bistrica leads to Ogradenik”. The same charter also mentions that the
border between Visegrad, the Ascension of Christ church, and the church of St Nicholas
partly ran along the water conduit to Cvilen.* It is possible that shallow dams were
built in the Bistrica riverbed in some places to supply the channels flowing through
the urban settlement. They were certainly used for irrigation and the operation of
watermills. These small channels, which supplied each courtyard with water, were of
exceptional importance. They provided households with clean water for washing and
sometimes for drinking. The water from the channels was also used for washing
latrines and was necessary for the proper functioning of the sewage system.*°

4 T. Munoweswuh, CmaHosare y cpedroeexko8Hoj Cpbuju, 193.

4 Tatjana Mihailovi¢, “Plana Water Supply — Medieval Technical Enterprise”, in: Archaeotechnology:
studying technology from prehistory to the Middle Ages, ed. Selena Vitezovi¢ & Dragana
Antonovi¢, Belgrade 2014, 295-313.

47 Mapko Nonoswh, MaHacmup CmydeHuya : apxeonowka omkpuha, beorpag 2015, 188-189.

“8 Bnageta MNetposwh, “BogocHabaesarbe y yTBpherbrma v rpafickvm Haces/buma CpefiHhOBEKOBHE
Cpbuje (XIN-XV BeK)”, y: Uamehy ModyHassmwa u Cpedo3emsba : TeMaTcku 360pHUK nocseheH
npod. ap CuHUWK Muwunhy nosogom werosor 60. poheHgaHa, Huw—-Moxapesay, 2021,
133-151.

4 R. Findrik, “O staroj mrezi kanala u Prizrenu i njihovoj zastiti“, Zbornik zastite spomenika kulture
13(1962) 72; C. Muwwh n T. CyboTtnH-Fonybosuh, CesemoapxaHhenoscka xpucosysva, 90, 121.

50 Cepadum Hukonuh, MpuspeH 00 cpedre2 seka 0o caspemeHoz 0oba (ypbaHucmuyko-
apxumeKmMOoHcCKuU pa3eoj), Mpuspen 1998, 141.

In medieval Srebrenica, there were drainage channels covered with slabs. See JecaHka
Kosaueswuh-Kojuh, Mpadcka Hacesrva cpedro8eKkosHe bocaHcKe dpxcase, Capajeso 1978, 274.

95



Vladeta Petrovic¢

The population of cities consisted of merchants and numerous craftsmen —
potters, blacksmiths, masons, armourers, who worked for the everyday needs of the
population and the fortification. In mining urban settlements, a large number of
people were engaged in mining-related jobs. Of course, in larger economic centres,
other crafts also existed. In Novo Brdo, based on data from the merchant house of
Mihailo Lukarevié¢, the names of 50 local craftsmen (with the surrounding area: 82)
and 13 occupations are known. All craftsmen lived in the suburbs. Craftsmen had
their own organisations with a master craftsman at the head.>* The economic boom,
primarily driven by the development of mining, contributed to the strengthening of
the merchant urban class. Dubrovnik merchants played a significant or, in some cities,
dominant role in trade activities.>? The city authorities set market rules. In Novo Brdo,
the voivode, knez and purgers enacted market regulations. The enforcement of
regulations was overseen by four citizens chosen by them.>3

Trade activities were carried out in stores located within the buildings in the
suburbs. The example of Srebrenica shows that the business and residential parts of
the city were not separated. Moreover, stores were most likely located in two-storey
buildings.>* A similar spatial organisation was probably present in the houses explored
in Trgoviste. Trade was conducted in rooms on the ground floor, while the upper floor
was used for living.>® In Dubrovnik sources, such commercial establishments are called
bottega or stacun. In archival materials, there are numerous examples mentioning
that merchant goods were stored and sold in merchants’ houses.>® With this layout
of stores and the connection between residential and business functions of facilities
in suburbs, our medieval cities began to resemble Western European ones.*’

51 Blacksmiths, tailors, goldsmiths, shoemakers, furriers, butchers, carpenters, saddlers, hatters,
gunsmiths, candlemakers, bakers and stonemasons. See [lecaHka Kosauesuh-Kojuh, “ApywteeHa
CTPYKTYpa pydapckux rpagosa“, y: CoyujasnHa cmpykmypa CpricKux 2padckux Hacersa,
CmepepeBo—beorpag 1992, 36-41. M. unuh, M3 cpricke ucmopuje cpedrbe2 seka, 645—648.

52 1. Kosauesunh-Kojuh, “OpywtBeHa CTPYKTypa pyaapckux rpagosa”, 39-40. M. Aunuuh, U3
cpricke ucmopuje cpedre2 8eka, 653-656.

3 Hukona Pagojunh, 3akoH o pydHuyuma decnoma CmeghaHa /lazapesuha, beorpaa 1962,
52-53.

5 NecaHka Kosauesuh-Kojuh, Cpedro8jekosHa CpebpeHuya: XIV-XV eujek, Beorpaa 2010,
115-117.

55 T. Munowesuh, CmaHosare y cpedro08exkosHoj Cpbuju, 180.

%6 KoHcTaHTUH Jupeyek, CnomeHuyu cpricku, beorpag 2007, 57, 73, 87. lvan Karuc¢ complains
to the Dubrovnik rector that Niksa Pesci¢ and his companions forcibly broke into his house
in TrepCa and looted his merchandise: “Naraxa na k8K . . TAE k8na8 KSHWEAXh HA MWMhb
crau8n8”. In Trgovidte, in September 1422, some Dubrovnik citizens looted ¢Tau8hs of Brajko
Bogojevic.

In Srebrenica, a theft of 180 ducats occurred in the house of the Dubrovnik nobleman Durad
Dragojevi¢ Guéeti¢. A Dubrovnik citizen says that the ducats were stolen, while “k8& nu
NPOrPArENA NH NOALKONANA NH BPATA WTEOPENA”. It is obvious that the house was not built of
solid material...

57 lecaHka Kosauesuh-Kojuh, Mpadcka Hacerva cpedro8exkosHe bocaHcke Opxase, 269.
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Some urban settlements that emerged at the time when urbanisation was at its
peak in medieval Serbia later developed into well-known cities, while others
disappeared. Fortifications (castra) ceased to be important centres of urban
development. The Ottomans retained only larger fortresses, while abandoning and
systematically destroying the others. The Ottomans did not favour the numerous
fortifications from earlier times. Once the domestic feudal social structure was
dismantled, the need for their further development disappeared.>® The urban cores
of Serbian Christian cities became the foundation for the development of Ottoman
cities.”® The fate of each individual urban centre depended on its economic
significance and its place in the new urban network created after the fall of the
Serbian state. Over time, cities that continued to exist within the Ottoman Empire
underwent significant morphological changes. Some cities were partially transformed,
some experienced significant, economic and demographic growth, while others faced
stagnation and a substantial reduction in both economic and demographic terms.

8 Bnageta Metposuh, “M/beBasbCKM Kpaj Y MO3HOM CpefreM BeKy — MPU/IOr UCTPaXKnBatby
Hocunaua ypbaHor passoja“, lnacHuk 3asu4ajHoe my3eja. Nvessva 2 (2001) 75-89.

%9 lparaHa Amegocku u Bnagerta Metposuh, Mpadcka Hacesva Kpyweesayukoe caHyaxa (XV-XVI
sek), beorpazg 2018, 76-86.
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SERBIAN MEDIEVAL FORTRESSES
AND THEIR SUBURBS (13—15TH CENTURIES)

Vladeta Petrovié
SZERB KOZEPKORI VARAK ES KULVAROSAIK (13-15. SZAZAD)
Reziimé

A kozpkori varak és er6dok arnyékaban kilvarosok alakultak ki, amelyek a
kereskedelmi és kézmlives tevékenység, a gazdasagi élet kdzpontjai voltak, és benniik
élt a varos lakossaganak nagy része. A kilvarosokban szamos polgari lakdépiilet,
templomok, élelmiszer-, ital- és fegyvertarolo létesitmények voltak. Az épiletek kozott
kialakultak a vdros utcai és terei. A kiilvarosi hazak és a piacterek tobbnyire fabol
épultek. Természetesen k6hazak is voltak, amint azt Trgoviste példaja is aldtamasztja.
Magtarak vagy gabonagddrok szamos eréditményben és varosi telepilésen talalhatok.
Ezek tobbnyire kiilénboz6 alappal rendelkezd asott godrok voltak, a falakat agyag-, ké-
vagy fadeszkaréteggel bélelték ki. A magtarak lakdépileteken belil vagy kivil
helyezkedtek el. A kézépkori eréditmények és varosok vizellatdsat a domborzati,
geoldgiai és hidroldgiai adottsagok hataroztak meg. A nagy ivoviz és technoldgiai viz
iranti igények miatt a nagyobb varosi telepulések tobb kombinalt vizellatasi forrassal
rendelkeztek: folyd-, forrds-, kut- és légkori vizet is hasznaltak.
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Bnapeta Netposuh
CPNCKE CPEAHOBEKOBHE TBPHABE U HUXOBA MOATPABA (13-15. BEK)
Pesnme

Y ceHuu TBphasa pa3Bujajy ce noarpaha, Kao LEHTPU TProBayke M 3aHATCKe
aenatHoctn. OHa cy 6una cpeamuTa NPUBPELHOr KMBOTA U Yy HbUMa je KuBena
BehnHa rpazckor cTaHoBHUWTBA. Y noarpahuma cy ce Hanasune 6pojHe ctambeHe
3rpaze UMBWIHOI CTAHOBHMLUTBA, LpKBe, 06jeKTn 3a uyBatbe xpaHe, nnha u opyja.
M3mehy wux cy ce npoctupane rpaacke yauvue u tprosu. Kyhe y noarpahuma um
TprosuwTMMma Hajuewhe cy rpaheHe on apseTta. HapasHo 610 je u KameHux Kyha
Kao LWTO je cny4yaj y TprosuwTy. }KUTHULE UM KUTHE jaMe HaNaXKeHe cy Uy BpojHUM
yTBphewuma U rpaficCkKMm Haces/bMma. To cy yrnaBHOM BWUAM YKONU PasanYuUTUX
OCHOBA, Ca 31A0BMMa 06I0KEHUM C/I0jEeM TTIMHE, KAMEHOM WV APBEHUM AacKama.
HUTHULE cy ce Hanasuae y yHyTPaWHOCTM cTambeHMxX objeKkaTa Man U3BaH HMX.
HaunH Kopuwherba BoAEHMX pecypca y cpeaH0BEKOBHUM yTBpherMMa 1 rPaCKUMm
Hace/bMma 6MO je ycnoB/beH TOMOrPadCKMM, FEOIOWKUM U XUAPONOWKUM
KapaKTepucTMKama cBaKor nokanuTteTta. Beha rpaacka Hacesba cy 360r BeNMKUX
notpeba 3a MUTKOM M TEXHUYKOM BOLOM, MMana BulEe KOMBUMHOBAHWMX M3BOpaA
BOAOCHabaeBara — KopuwheHa je peyHa, U3BOpCKa, byHapcKa M aTMmocdhepcKa Boaa.
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